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EXTRA 44/ 00 Fear for safety, prisoner of conscience 26 April 1999

MAURI TANI A Ahnmed Qul d Daddah, opposition | eader

Qpposi tion | eader Ahmed Qul d Daddah was arrested on 24 April and has been
hel d i ncommuni cado since. Amesty International believes he is a prisoner
of conscience, and fears he will be ill-treated in detention

Ahmed Qul d Daddah is Secretary CGeneral of the opposition party |’ Union des
forces dénocratiques/Ere nouvelle (UFC EN), Union of Denpcratic Forces-New
Era, and President of Le Front des Partis d opposition (FPO, Opposition
Parties Front, an unbrella group of opposition parties. He was arrested by
pl ai ncl ot hes police, without a warrant, at the UFC/EN offices in the
capital, Nouakchott. He is reported to be held at the Direction de |la
Sireté de |'Etat, State Security Headquarters.

The Mauritanian authorities announced on 25 April that Ahned Qul d Daddah
had been arrested for openly inciting violence. Amesty Internationa

beli eves he was arrested for calling on the population to join a peacefu
mass meeting in Nouakchott, organised by the UFC/ EN for 26 April, to
protest against the government’s failure to guarantee the rule of lawin
Mauritania and investigate the wi despread political killings,

"di sappearances" and torture conmitted during the late 1980s and early
1990s. There is no evidence that Ahmed Qul d Daddah advocated viol ence. The
authorities granted pernission for the neeting, but later withdrewit.

Ahmed Qul d Daddah was previously arrested in Decenber 1998, together with
two ot her opposition activists, and held without charge or trial for nore
than a nmonth under arned guard in the town of Boundeid, nore than 500km
fromthe capital. The three men were reportedly confined in a roomso small
that they could not all lie down at the same tinme. After 17 days in

i nconmuni cado detention, during which they were allowed to exercise only
once, they were each allowed a visit by one fam |y nenber, but were not

al |l oned access to | awyers.

BACKGROUND | NFORMVATI ON

Hurmman ri ghts organi zati ons, the media and opposition political parties
operate with great difficulty in Mauritania. Press freedomis severely
curtailed and human rights organi zati ons operate w thout governnent

aut hori zation, |eaving human rights activists open to prosecution and

i mprisonnent under Mauritanian |aw for "adm ni ster[ing] associations which
are functioning without authorization". In 1998, a nunber of prom nent
human rights defenders were arrested, tried, convicted and sentenced to
prison terms under this [aw. Human rights violations, including politica
killings, "disappearances" and torture, were w despread during the late
1980s and early 1990s. Mre than 500 bl ack Mauritanians were reportedly
killed in mlitary custody in 1990 and 1991. The Mauritani an authorities
have consistently prevented investigations into past human rights
viol ati ons.



RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
French or your own | anguage

- expressing serious concern about the incomuni cado detention of Ahned
Qul d Daddah since 24 April 2000 and urging the authorities to i nmediately
ensure that his famly, his lawers and a doctor can visit him

- urging that he be treated humanely in detention, in accordance with

i nternational standards;

- expressing concern that Ahmed Qul d Daddah has been arrested solely
because of his non-violent political activities;

- pointing out that Amesty International considers Ahned Qul d Daddah a
prisoner of conscience and urging the authorities to rel ease him

i mredi atel y and uncondi tionally.

APPEALS TO

President of the Republic

Son Excel | ence

Monsi eur | e Président Maaouiya Quld Sid ‘ Ahned Taya

Prési dent de | a République

La Présidence - BP 184

NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritani a

Faxes: + 222 2 52406 (attention of Président de |a République)
Sal utation: Son Excellence / Your Excellency

Mnister of the Interior
Monsi eur Dah Qul d Abdel Jeli

Mnistre de |'Intérieur, des Postes
et des Tél écommuni cati ons

Mnistére de |'Intérieur, des Postes
et des Tél écommuni cati ons

BP 195

NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritani a

f axes: + 222 2 53661

Sal utation: Mnsieur le Mnistre / Dear M nister

M ni ster of Justice

Monsi eur Mohanmed Sal em Qul d Mer zoug

Mnistre de |la Justice

Mnistére de | a Justice

BP 350

NOUAKCHOT T

Mauritani a

f axes: + 222 2 57002

Salutation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear M nister

Publi ¢ Prosecutor

Mohaned Yesl em Qul d Ji di nou

Procureur de |a République

Pal ai s de Justice

Nouakchott, Mauritania

Tel egrans: Procureur République, Nouakchott, Mauritania

Sal utation: Monsieur |le Procureur de |la République / Dear M Quld Jidinou

COPI ES TO

Newspaper
La Tri bune

Fax: + 222 29 04 11



and to diplomatic representatives of Mauritania accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 24 May 2000.



