PUBLI C Al I ndex: AFR 38/001/2001

UA 96/ 01 | nconmuni cado detention / fear for safety 12 April 2001

MAURI TANI A Mohamed Lemi ne Shbih Qul d Chei kh Mel ai ni ne, president of
the Front popul aire nmauritani en (FPM

Mohamed Leni ne Shbih OQul d Chei kh Mel ai nine, the | eader of an opposition
party, has been detained and hel d i nconmuni cado for four days. Amesty
International is concerned for his safety.

Mohamed Leni ne Shbih Qul d Chei kh Melainine is being held incommunicado in
police custody in the capital, Nouakchott. He was arrested by the security
police at his honme on 8 April. The police had no warrant and gave no reason
for his arrest. At least two other people, including a young famly friend
known as “Kiri”, who were visiting Mohammed Leni ne Shbih Qul d Chei kh
Mel ai nine at the time of his arrest, were also detained. Both were
unconditionally released on 11 April. Amesty International is

i nvestigating reports of a nunmber of other related arrests.

Mohamed Leni ne Shbih Oul d Chei kh Melainine's arrest is thought to arise
fromhis activities as the | eader of an opposition party, the Front

popul aire mauritanien (FPM, Popular Mauritanien Front. He has not yet been
officially charged, but on 11 April a government spokesperson accused him
of planning to commt acts of sabotage and terrorismw th the support of

Li bya. The basis for the accusation is not known. Hi s house has been
searched twice by the police, who took away vari ous docunents.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Opposition parties, human rights organi zati ons and the nedia operate with
great difficulty in Mauritania, where political repression is w despread
and political opponents are frequently detained because of their politica
activities.

Political tension increased in |ate 2000 as the renewed fighting in Israe
and the Occupied Territories led to calls for the government to break off
the diplomatic relations with Israel which had been established in 1999
despite protest fromthe opposition. A nunber of opposition politicians
were detained briefly in late 2000 followi ng a series of denpbnstrations.
Two political parties were banned by the governnent after being accused of
subversive activities and actions contrary to the interests of the nation.
Local and legislative elections are scheduled for October 2001

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmai
letters preferably in French, Arabic or in your own | anguage:

- urging the authorities to guarantee the safety of Mhaned Lem ne Shbhih
Qul d Chei kh Mel ainine, and to ensure that he is treated in accordance with
i nternational standards;

- urging that he be allowed i medi ate access to his famly, |awers and
nmedi cal care as appropriate;

- calling for his i mediate and unconditional release, unless he is to be
charged with a recogni zably crimnal offence, for which there is
substanti ati ng evi dence.

APPEALS TO



2
Pl ease note that you may experience problens in sending faxes.

Presi dent of the Republic

Son Excel | ence

Monsi eur | e Président Maaouiya Quld Sid ‘ Ahned Taya

Pr ési dent de | a République

La Présidence

BP 184 Nouakchott

Maurit ani a

Faxes: + 222 2 52636 (attention of Président de | a République)
Sal utation: Son Excellence / Your Excellency

M nister of the Interior

Monsi eur Dah Qul d Abdel Jeli

Mnistre de |I'Intérieur, des Postes et des Tél écomruni cations
Mnistére de |'Intérieur, des Postes et des Tél éconmuni cations
BP 195 Nouakchott

Mauri tani a

Faxes: + 222 2 53661

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

M nister of Justice

Monsi eur Lenrabott Sidi Mahnoud CQul d Chei kh Ahnmed
M nistre de la Justice

M nistéere de | a Justice

BP 350 Nouakchott

Mauri tani a

Faxes: + 222 2 57002

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

Public Prosecutor

Moharmed Yesl em Quld Jidinmou

Procureur de | a République

Pal ai s de Justice

Nouakchott, Mauritania

Tel egranms: Procureur République, Nouakchott, Mauritania

Sal utation: Mnsieur le Procureur de la République / Dear M CQuld Jidinou

COPI ES TO

Newspaper
Le Cal ane

emai |l : cal ame@onpunet. nr
La Tri bune

BP 6227 Nouakchott

Mauri tani a

and to diplomatic representatives of Mauritania accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 24 May 2001



