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UA 288/ 02 Fear for safety/Fear of torture or 20 Septenmber 2002
ill-treatnment/possible extrajudicia
execution

UGANDA Stephen Gtim (m

Davi d Penytoo (m

Alex Gim(m

Pi du Lukwi ya (m

Tony Kitara (m

Ai da Lagulu (m

George Ohita (m

Francis Onen (m

Martin QG ara (m

Al ex Okwerowat (m

Charles Picha (m

Justo g wiya (nm

M chael Lakony (m

Jekeph Qdong (m)

Paul Akuch Ckot (m

Federi ko Ccan (m

Bosco i (m

Moses Atuku Akena (m)

George Abedo (m
Dead: Peter O oya (m

Amesty International is concerned for the safety of 19 prisoners held by
t he Ugandan arny, the Uganda Peopl e’ s Defence Forces (UPDF) in Gulu
Muni ci pality, northern Uganda. On 16 Septenber, Peter O oya was killed by
the UPDF in a suspected extrajudicial execution within the prison grounds,
as they tried to illegally renmove all 20 prisoners from Gulu Centra

Pri son.

The 20 men were arrested in March. Peter O oya and Stephen Oim were
arrested and charged with the nurder of the Pabbo District Chairmn (a

| ocal governnment official) whilst canvassing for the opposition during the
| ocal governnment elections in Gulu. They were both key canpaigners for the
opposition nultipartyist candidate, and it seens that their arrest nmay be
due to their political activities during the canpaign. The rest of the nen
were arrested on nurder and treason charges related to the ongoing conflict
bet ween the Ugandan government and the rebel Lord s Resistance Arny (LRA).
The nmen were all held on remand in Gulu Central Prison

On 16 Septenber, the UPDF raided the prison, and rounded up the 20 nen. The
UPDF have stated that they were noving the prisoners as they had | earnt
that the LRA were to “rescue thenf. The UPDF al so stated that Peter O oya
was shot whilst trying to disarmone of the soldiers and escape.

Following the raid by the UPDF all 20 prisoners, including the body of
Peter O oya, were illegally noved to mlitary detention at the UPDF s 4th
Barracks in Gulu, where they remain. The 19 surviving prisoners are at
increased risk of torture or ill-treatnent whilst they remain in UPDF
cust ody.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON
The north of Uganda has experienced over 16 years of internal arned
conflict with the LRA, who are trying to overthrow the present governnent
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and instill one that is based on the Bible's Ten Commandnents. The LRA is
noted for its atrocities carried out on the civilian popul ation, through

| ooting, abductions, nmaimngs and the use of children as sexual slaves and
sol di ers.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible,
in English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of the 19 surviving prisoners currently
held at the UPDF' s 4" Barracks in Gulu, where they are at greater risk of
torture or ill-treatment;

-calling for the imrediate return of the 19 prisoners to a civilian prison;
- expressing your concern at the forced renoval of the 20 prisoners from
Gulu Central Prison by the UPDF and their continued detention in the
barracks;

- calling for an inquest into the death of Peter O oya, including a post-
nortem to be conducted i medi ately by independent pathol ogi sts;

- calling for the outconme of the inquest to be nade public and those found
guilty to be brought to justice.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent Museveni

Presi dent of the Republic of Uganda
O fice of the President

Parl i ament Buil di ngs

PO Box 7168

Kanpal a

Uganda

Tel egram Presi dent Museveni, Kanpal a, Uganda
Fax: + 256 41 235459/ 346102

Emai |l : i nfo@ouexecutive. net

Sal utation: Your Excellency

M Francis Ayumne

Attorney Cenera

M ni stry of Justice

and Constitutional Affairs

PO Box 7183

Kanpal a

Uganda

Tel egram Attorney Ceneral, Kampal a, Uganda
Fax: + 256 41 254828/9

Emai |l : noj ca@f ri caonline. co. ug
Sal utation: Dear Sir

Maj or - General Jej e Odongo

Arny Commander

Arnmed Forces Headquarters

PO Box 3798

Kanpal a

Uganda

Tel egram Arny Commander, Kanmpal a, Uganda
Sal utation: Dear Mj or-Ceneral

M Amama Moabazi
M ni ster of Defence
M ni stry of Defence



PO Box 3789

Kanpal a

Uganda

Tel egram M ni ster of Defence, Kanpal a, Uganda
Fax: + 256 41 245911

Sal utation: Dear M nister

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of Uganda accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 1 Novenber 2002.



