PUBLI C Al | ndex: AVMR 22/27/99
19 Novenber 1999

Further information on UA 252/99 (AMR 22/23/99, 27 Septenber 1999) and
foll owup (AMR 22/22/99, 7 Cctober 1999) - Death threats / Fear for Safety

CH LE VI VI ANA Di AZ CARO, human rights defender

(Ricardo NUNEZ, José Antonio VIERA-GALLO, Socialist Party
senators and their fanmilies and Dora CARRENO (f), menber of the
Agr upaci 6n de Fam liares de Deteni dos Desapareci dos)

On 11 Novenber 1999, Viviana Diaz received another death threat which
appears to cone fromthe right wing extrem st group Frente Nacionalista
Patria y Libertad (FNL), Country and Freedom National Front. Ammesty
International is extrenmely concerned for her safety.

The letter was sent to her at the offices in Santiago of the Agrupaci 6n de
Fam | i ares de Deteni dos Desapareci dos, Association of Relatives of the

‘ Di sappeared’, the non-governnental organization of which she is president.
It read: “...Sra Diaz, Ud. esta en nuestra lista, pero no tenenos
apuro...lo que si |le podenps asegurar es que Ud. no va a norir de
vieja....nosotros no bromeanos, ni tanpoco sonps inpacientes...estanos
mucho mas cerca de Ud. de | o que se puede inmmginar...que pasé un feliz dia
de los nuertos...la préxima vez las flores seran para Ud....", (“...Ms
Diaz, you are on our list, but we are in no hurry...we can assure you that
you won't die an old lady...we’'re not joking, nor are we inpatient...we are
much cl oser to you than you can inmgine...have a nice Day of the
Dead...next tinme the flowers will be for you...").

Further information regarding Ri cardo Nufiez, José Antonio Viera-Gllo and
Dora Carrefio will be relayed to the network as soon as possible.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The FNL is a right-wing extrem st group that originated during the early
years of General Augusto Pinochet’s mlitary government of 1973 to 1990.

Since the arrest of the fornmer general in London, United Kingdom in
October 1998, relatives of victins of past human rights violations and
human rights | awers and activists have been increasingly harassed,

i ncludi ng death threats, by groups close to the fornmer mlitary government.

The Agrupaci 6n de Fam |iares de Deteni dos Desapareci dos, which was set up
in the early years of Ceneral Pinochet’s military governnment, have

canpai gned for information fromthe authorities about the whereabouts and
fate of their relatives. Since the end of mlitary rule, governnent
agenci es have been set up to establish the fate of the "di sappeared”, and
1,000 cases of "disappearance"” have been officially recognized. |ega
efforts to find the truth, however, have been hanpered by mlitary and
civilian courts closing cases under the Amesty Law of 1978. The Agrupaci 6n
have continued to pursue their goal through national and internationa

| egal avenues and peaceful public activities.
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FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmnai
letters in Spanish or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that Viviana Diaz has received another death threat;
- expressing concern to the authorities that none of the threats against
her have been fully investigated or those responsible brought to justice;
- calling for an i mmedi ate investigation into the death threats agai nst
her, asking that the findings are nmade public and those responsible are
brought to justice;

- urging the authorities to nake public their repudiation of all harassnent
and intimdation of human rights defenders in Chile and to publically
recogni ze the inportant contribution that human rights defenders nake to
the protection of human rights and the pronotion of just, denobcratic and

equi tabl e soci eti es.

APPEALS TO

President of the Republic

Sefior Eduardo Frei Ruiz-Tagle

Presi dente de | a Republica de Chile

Pal aci o de | a Moneda

Santiago, Chile

Tel egrans: Presidente, Santiago, Chile
Faxes: + 562 694 5080

Salutation: Sr. Presidente / Dear President

Mnister of Interior

Raul Troncoso Castillo

M nistro del Interior

M nisterio del Interior

Pal aci o de | a Moneda

Santiago, Chile

Telegranms: Mnistro Interior, Santiago, Chile
Faxes: + 562 696 8740

Salutation: Sr. Mnistro / Dear Mnister

M nister of Justice

Sra. Maria Sol edad Al vear

M nistra de Justicia

M nisterio de Justicia

Mor andé 107

Santiago, Chile

Tel egranms: Mnistra Justicia, Santiago, Chile
Faxes: + 562 695 4558

Salutation: Sra. Mnistra / Dear M nister

M nister of Foreign Affairs

Sefior Juan Gabriel Val dés Soubl ette

M nisterio de Rel aci ones Exteriores

Catedral 1158, Piso 3

Santiago, Chile

Tel egranms: Mnistro Rel aci ones Exteriores, Santiago, Chile
Faxes: + 562 696 8796 / 672 6274

Sal utation: Sefior Mnistro / Dear M nister

Pl ease also wite to your own governnent and to political representatives
who you know to have been follow ng | egal proceedi ngs agai nst forner
General Pinochet.



COPI ES TO

Newspaper s

El Mercurio, Avenida Santa Maria 5542, Casilla 13-D, Santiago, Chile
Faxes: + 562 228 7541

Diario La Tercera, Vicuia Mackenna 1870, Santiago, Chile
Faxes: + 562 550 7999

Human Ri ghts Organi zation, Agrupaci 6n de Faniliares de Detenidos,
Desapar eci dos, Manuel Rodriguez 33, Santiago, Chile
Faxes: + 562 698 8609

and to diplomatic representatives of Chile accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 19 Decenber 1999.



