PUBLI C Al I ndex: AMR 28/001/2001

UA 27/01 Fear for safety / Arbitrary detention / Legal concern
31 January 2001

ECUADOR Ant oni o Vargas, indigenous |eader
Luis Villacis, trade union and community | eader

Two | eadi ng Ecuadoran activi sts have been detai ned seem ngly for exercising
their right to freedom of expression and associ ati on. Amesty Internationa
is concerned for their safety.

Ant oni o Vargas, President of the Confederaci én de Naci onal i dades | ndigenas,
t he Confederation of |ndigenous Nationalities, and Luis Villacis Ml donado,
Presi dent of the Frente Popul ar, Popular Front, a coalition of trade unions
and grassroots organi zations, were reportedly arrested on the norning of 30
January in the capital, Quito. They were detained without an arrest warrant
and are currently held at the Centro de Detenci én Provisional, Provisiona
Detention Centre, in Quito.

It is believed that their arrest is connected to the legitimte part they
have played in organi sing denpnstrations and protests against the
governnment’s econom ¢ policy. The groups they represent are reportedly
preparing to stage nass denopnstrations on 7 February under the slogan
Acci 6n Nacional contra el Hanbre y | a Corrupci6n, National Action against
Hunger and Corruption.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Amesty I nternational has been concerned about torture and ill-treatnment in
Ecuador throughout the past decades. In 2000, nethods of torture and ill-
treatment used by the police reportedly included beating detai nees, kicking
people in the face, stanping on their feet, burning them and applying

el ectric shocks to genitals, tongues and chests.

During the past weeks, trade unions, indigenous groups and grassroots
organi zati ons have staged a nunber of denmpnstrations in protest at

"dol | ari sation" of the Ecuadoran econony that have followed fromthe newy
appoi nted President, Gustavo Noboa’s, econom c policy. President Noboa cane
to power when the previous President, Jam | Mhuad, was forced to resign on
21 January 2000 followi ng mass denonstrations against the government’s
proposal to meke the US dollar the official currency. Nevertheless,

Presi dent Noboa has continued the previous governnment’s econom c policy,
maki ng the US dollar the official currency and inplenmenting an extensive
programe of privatization of state-owned enterprises.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmil
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of Antonio Vargas and Luis Villacis
Mal donado, who have all egedly been detained solely for exercising their
legitimate right to freedom of expression and associ ation

- urging that they be released imediately, if they are not charged with a
recogni sably crimnal offence.

APPEALS TGO

Pr esi dent



2

Dr. Gustavo Noboa Bej arano

Presidente de | a Republica del Ecuador

Pal aci o de Carondel et

Garcia Moreno 1043

Quito

ECUADOR

Fax: + 5932 580735

Sal utation: Dear President / Sr. Presidente

M nister of the Interior

Dr. Juan Manrique Martinez

M nistro de Gobierno y Policia

M ni sterio de Gobierno y Policia

Benal cazar y Espejo

Quito

ECUADOR

Fax: + 5932 580067

Sal utation: Dear Mnister / Sr. Mnistro

COPI ES TO

Human Ri ghts Organi zation

Coni si 6n Ecunméni ca de Derechos Hunanos
Calle Carlos Ibarra 176 y 10 de Agosto
Edi f. Yuraj Pirca, noveno piso

Quito

ECUADOR

and to diplomatic representatives of Ecuador accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 14 March 2001.



