PUBLI C Al I ndex: AMR 34/49/00
8 Decenber 2000

Further information on UA 128/00 (AMR 34/15/00, 22 May 2000) - Fear for
safety

GUATENALA Ana Maria Pichol (f), aged 12
Ni col as Pichol Calel and his famly

New Nanes: Rosa Tuis Quarcax (f) and her famly

Rosa Tuis Cuarcax, an activist who has been canpai gning for the public
official that allegedly raped 12-year-old Ana Maria Pichol to be brought to
justice, has received death threats, as have her famly. The girl's father
Ni col as Pichol Calel and his famly also continue to receive death threats,
and are being followed.

In a tel ephone call on 2 Decenber, a man who identified hinself as "part of
an armed band of ki dnappers and killers" threatened to kill Rosa Tuis
Guarcax and her famly. Since August, she has received four threatening

t el ephone calls warning her to stop calling for the alleged rapist to be
brought to justice. Rosa Tuis Cuarcax has been dealing with the case on
behal f of Coordi nadora Naci onal de Viudas de CGuatenmala (CONAVI GUA), a
Guat ermral an non- gover nment al organi zati on that canpai gns for the

i nvestigation of nmassacres carried out by the security forces during
Guateral a’s year-long civil conflict, where she works al ongsi de N col as
Pi chol Cal el. CONAVI GUA has been pressurising the |ocal prosecutor to
continue his investigation into the rape, but since releasing the alleged
perpetrator in April, the prosecutor has taken no steps to bring himto
justice.

Since 12 Decenber 1999 when N col as Pichol Calel reported the repeated rape
of his daughter, the fanmly has been subject to continuing intimndation and
harassment. They have received a nunber of death threats, and the officia
accused of the rape has threatened to have N col as Pichol Calel |ynched.
Lately, the family has been followed by individuals believed to be ex-
nmenbers of Patrullas de Auto-Defensa Cvil (PAC, a civil patrol allied to
the mlitary known to have perpetrated human rights violations, who support
the all eged rapist.

The threats have been reported, and CONAVI GUA has asked the M nister of the
Interior to protect its workers and their famlies, but have had no
response.

The official who allegedly raped Ana Maria Pichol repeatedly in Decenber
1999 is an ex-military conmissioner and is currently assistant nayor for a
comunity in the municipality of San Pedro Yepocapa, Chinaltenango. At the
tine, he told Ana Maria that he would kill her and her famly if she
resisted or reported himto the authorities. Despite these threats, Ana
Maria's famly brought charges against the official, who was arrested on 28
April but released four days later. Amesty International believes that the
rape of Ana Maria and the death threats agai nst Nicolas Pichol Calel are
related to his work for CONAVI GUA

FURTHER RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/
airmail letters in Spanish or in your own | anguage:



- urging the authorities to take i nmediate and effective measures to
guarantee the safety of Ana Maria Pichol Quarcas, N colas Pichol Calel

Rosa Tuis Q@uarcax and their fanilies;

- calling on the authorities to fully investigate the death threats they
have recei ved

- calling on the authorities to continue investigations into the reported
rape of Ana Maria Pichol, and to bring those responsible to justice;

- urging that charges are brought against the official accused of the rape,
if there is evidence that there is a case to answer.

APPEALS TO (Please note that it can be difficult getting through to sone
of these fax nunbers. Please be patient and keep trying)

Presi dent of the Republic
Lic. Alfonso Portillo Cabrera
6a. Avenida 'A 4-46

Zona 1

Cudad de Quatemal a, GUATENMALA

Fax: + 502 238 3579

e-mail: secgral p@nfovi a. com gt

Sal utation: Excelentisinmp Sr. Presidente / Your Excellency

Attorney Ceneral

Li c. Adol fo Gonzal ez Rodas

Fi scal General de |a Republica

M ni sterio Publico

8a. Aveni da 10-67

Zona 1, Tercer nive

C udad de Quatenal a, GUATEVALA

Fax: + 502 221 2718

Sal utation: Dear Attorney General / Estinmado Sefior Fiscal General

Human Ri ghts Procurator

Lic. Julio Eduardo Arango Escobar, Procurador de Derechos Humanos
Procuraduria de | os Derechos Hunanos, 12 Avenida 12-72, Zona 1
Quat enal a 01001, GUATEMALA

Fax: + 502 238 1734

E-mai | : opdhg@uat enet . net. gt / opdhg@uat enet . gt

Sal utation: Dear Procurator / Estimado Sefior Procurador

Public Prosecutor’'s Ofice

Li c. Rodol fo Gonzal o Hernandez/ Lic. Jose Augusto Martinez Mnzon

Fiscal Distrital de Escuintla

M ni sterio Publico

42 Avenida 2-39, Zona 1

Escuintla, Escuintla, GUATEVALA

Tel ef ax: + 502 889 4099/ + 502 888 0437 (If a voice answers, say ‘fax
por favor’)

Salutation: Dear District Attorney / Estimado Sefior Fiscal Distrita

COPI ES TO

CONAVI GUA

Coor di nador a Naci onal de Vi udas
de CQuatemal a ( CONAVI GUA)

8a. Avenida 2-29, Zona 1



Quat enal a, GUATEMALA

Fax: + 502 232 5642 (If a voice answers, say ‘fax por favor’)
E- mai | ; conavi gua@ nt el net . net. gt

Sal utation: Dear Friends / Estinados Am gos

Newspaper
D ario "Prensa Libre"

13 Calle 9-31, Zona |,

Quat enal a, GUATENMALA

Fax: + 502 251 8768 / + 502 230 2257

E- mai | ; fdi eqguez@rensalibre.comgt / nrecinos@rensalibre.com gt
Salutation: Dear Sir / Estinmados Sefiores

Magazi ne dealing with wonen's i ssues
Laura E. Asturias

Revi sta La Cuerda

Apartado postal 18

Puerta Parada 01973

12 Calle, 2-18, Local B, Zona 1,

C udad de Guatenal a, Quatenal a

Tel : + 502 253 6026 / + 502 253 6027 (If a voice answers, say ‘fax
por favor')
E- mai | ; | east uri as@uet zal . net

Sal utation: Dear Ms / Estinmada Sra. Asturias
and to diplomatic representatives of Quatenal a accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 19 January 2001.



