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NI CARAGUA Vil ma Nufiez de Escorcia (f), human rights
or gani sati on presi dent

Governnent mnisters have accused human rights worker Vilma Nifiez de
Escorcia of obstructing the police, and pro-government newspapers and radi o
stations have said that her death nmight be the answer to the unrest in

nort heast N caragua. Amesty International is deeply concerned for her
safety, and for that of her colleagues and their famlies.

Vil ma Nifiez de Escorcia is President of the Centro N caraguense de Derechos
Hurmmanos (CENIDH), N caraguan Centre for Human Ri ghts. The organi sation has
been investigating the killings of three nmen, one in January and two on 16
March. In the second attack, near Boaco, 70 km northeast of the capital
Managua, the wife of one of the two nen shot dead was seriously wounded.

Al three men were former menbers of an armed group of ex-soldiers, the
Andres Castro United Front (Frente Unido Andrés Castro (FUAC). The FUAC had
agreed to disarmin 1997, in exchange for |and and other help fromthe
governnent, but neither side appears to have honoured the agreenent.

In the last few days high-ranking officials in the National Police (Policia
Naci onal) and the Mnistry of the Interior (Mnisterio de Gobernaci 6n) have
made public statenents accusing CENIDH and Vil ma Nifiez of causing a “fifty
percent” obstruction to the police investigation of the killings. This has
been foll owed by open hostility from pro-governnent newspapers and radio
stations, which have accused Vil na Nifiez and CENIDH of attenpting to
“incite social unrest” (“alterar la paz social”) and even suggested that
the elimnation of Dr Vilnma Nifiez could be the solution to the | aw essness
in the northern part of the country (“la elimnacion fisica de la Dra Vilma
Nifiez podria ser la solucion al conflicto que se vive en la zona norte de
pais”).

The work of CEN DH over the years has been very inportant for the
protection and respect of human rights in N caragua, at times under
difficult conditions.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnail
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing serious concern about the attacks agai nst Vil ma Nifiez and
CENI DH;

- urging the government of N caragua to take steps to protect Vil ma Nifiez
and ot her nmenbers of CENIDH and their famlies;

- rem nding the governnent of its obligation to support human rights
defenders in their work for the protection and pronotion of the respect of
human rights, as set out in the United Nations Declaration on the R ght and
Responsi bility of Individuals, Goups and Organs of Society to Pronote and
Protect Universally Recogni zed Human Ri ghts and Fundanental Freedons, of 9
Decenber 1998.

APPEALS TO
Presi dent of the Republic of N caragua

S.E. Arnol do Al enén
Presi dente de | a Republica de N caragua
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Casa de | a Presidencia
Aveni da Bolivar y Dupla Sur
Managua, Ni caragua

Tel : + 505 2 284 190/ 281 500
Fax: + 505 2 287 911/282 001
E- mai | ; pr esi dent e@r esi denci a. gob. ni

Sal utation: Sr. Presidente

Att orney Ceneral

Dr. Julio Centeno Gonez

Procurador CGeneral de Justicia

Procuraduria General de Justicia

Frente a la lglesia San Francisco

Managua, N caragua

Tel : + 505 2 668 554 -9/668 900/ 668 444 -51
Fax: + 505 2 668 556

Salutation: Sr. Procurador

COPIES TO

Ni caraguan Centre for Human Rights

Centro N caragiense de Derechos Humanos (CEN DH)
De | a Texaco Montoya 1 % c. al Sur

Managua, N caragua

Fax/ phone: + 505 266 84 05

E- mai | ; ceni dh@i car ao. apc. org

Sal ut ati on: Sefior es

Human Ri ghts Procuratror

Dr Benj anin Pérez Fonseca

Procurador de | os Derechos Humanos

Procuraduria de | os Derechos Hunmanos

Estat ua de Montoya, 2 cuadras arriba, a mano derecha
Managua, N CARAGUA

Fax: + 505 266 4141

Newspaper s
D ario La Tribuna

Rot onda El QGliegiience

detras del Banco Mercantil

Managua, N caragua

Fax: + 505 266 9282

E- mai | ; tri buna@ at ri buna. com ni

El Nuevo Diario

Kil 6nmetro 4, Carretera Norte

Apartado 4591

Managua, N caragua

Fax: + 505 240 7000

E-mai | : ndi ari o@l nuevodi ari 0. com ni

and to diplomatic representatives of N caragua accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 10 May 2000.



