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UA 380/ 00 Fear for safety 15 Decenber 2000

NI CARAGUA Dorothy Virginia Granada, (f) age 70

A 70-year old nun, working as a nurse in a cooperative clinic, has been
harassed and intimdated by police and inm gration agents.

Dorothy Virginia Ganada is a US citizen who has lived in N caragua for
over ten years. She works as a nurse in the Maria Luisa Otiz Cooperative,
Cooperativa Maria Luisa Otiz, in Milukuku, North Atlantic Autononous

Regi on. Dorot hy was named one of the “100 heroi nes of the world” by the
Mayor of New York in 1998.

On 8 Decenber, agents fromthe inmigration service and 15 heavily arned
anti-riot police, without a warrant, entered Dorothy G anada's house at 4am
to arrest and deport her. Dorothy was not at home at the time and remnains
unharmed. She is currently in hiding in fear of another display of force by
the police and immgration authorities, and that she will be arrested and
deported without |egal authority. Her health has been seriously affected by
t hese events.

On 14 Novenber the cooperative faced allegations that they had tried to

i nfluence their patients towards the Sandi nistas, the nmain opposition
party, in recent local elections; that they practised illegal abortions at
the clinic; that they treated nmenbers of the paramilitary group Frente

Uni do Andrés Castro (FUAC); and that the clinic was not properly registered
to practi se.

The President of N caragua, Arnoldo Al eman, has attacked Dorothy in the
press, claimng she was an illegal resident.

The harassnent agai nst Dorothy has escal ated over the past nonth. The
cooperative has reportedly been under surveillance 24 hours a day and in
recent days have received calls asking for the whereabouts of the main

| eaders. The clinic itself has been ordered to cl ose.

On 13 Decenber the Nicaraguan Mnister of the Interior, Mnistro de

Gober naci 6n, announced that Dorothy's residency had been revoked on 7
Decenber, and that she had 24 hours to | eave the country. However, a judge
reviewi ng the case annulled the ninister’s decision which he said was
illegal and ruled that she was a | egal resident.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

In recent nonths the Nicaraguan Centre for Human Rights, Centro

Ni caraguense de Derechos Humanos (CENI DH), has received a nunber of reports
about various non-governmental organi sations being publicly discredited or
threatened with closure by the Mnistry of the Interior, Mnistero de

Gober naci 6n (M GOB).

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnail
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing serious concern about the harassnment of Dorothy G anada, and
t he unnecessary display of force by police in the attenpt to arrest a 70-
year-ol d nun;



2

-urging the governnment of N caragua to ensure the safety of Dorothy

G anada;

-remnding the authorities that the police force nust abide by the Code of
Conduct for |aw enforcenent officials which says for exanple “In the
performance of their duty, |aw enforcenent officials shall respect and
protect the human dignity and maintain and uphold the human rights of all
per sons.

APPEALS TQO

President of the Republic of N caragua
S.E. Arnol do Al eman

Presidente de | a Republica de N caragua
Casa de | a Presidencia

Aveni da Bol ivar y Dupla Sur.

Managua, N caragua

Tel : + 505 2 284 190/ 281 500
Fax: + 505 2 287 911
E-mail: presi dent e@r esi denci a. gob. ni

Sal utation: Sr. Presidente/ Dear M President

Mnister of the Interior

I ngeni ero José Bosco Marenco Cardenal
M ni steri o de Gobernaci 6n

Del Redentor 1c y 1/2 abajo

Apartado 68

Managua, N caragua

Tel: +505 2 281 113/ 225 014

Fax: +505 2 227 778

E- mai | ; dm ngob@l f anuneri c. com ni
Salutation: Sr. Mnistro/ Dear Mnister

Human Ri ghts Procurator

Dr Benj anin Pérez Fonseca

Procurador de | os Derechos Humanos

Procuraduria de | os Derechos Hunmanos

Estat ua de Montoya, 2 cuadras arriba, a mano derecha
Managua, N CARAGUA

Tel: + 505 2 682 789

Fax: + 505 2 664 141

Salutation: Sr Procurador/ M Pérez

COPIES TO

Ni caraguan Centre for Human Rights

Centro N caragiense de Derechos Humanos (CEN DH)
De | a Texaco Montoya 1 % c. al Sur

Managua, N caragua

Fax/ phone: + 505 266 84 05

E- mai | ; ceni dh@i car ao. apc. org

Sal ut ati on: Sefior es

Newspaper s
D ario La Tribuna

Rot onda El QGliegiience
detras del Banco Mercantil



Managua, N caragua
Fax: + 505 266 9282
E- mai | ; tri buna@ at ri buna. com ni

El Nuevo Diario

Kil 6nmetro 4, Carretera Norte

Apartado 4591

Managua, N caragua

Fax: + 505 240 7000

E-mai | : ndi ari o@l nuevodi ari 0. com ni

and to diplomatic representatives of N caragua accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 26 January 2001.



