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UA 281/ 00 Fear for safety 13 Sept enber 2000

PERU Cecilia Valenzuela Valencia (f), journali st
Al staff at inedi aperu.com

A | eadi ng Peruvi an journalist has survived an attenpt on her |ife after she
publ i shed articles Iinking the Peruvian intelligence services to drugs and
arns trafficking. Amesty International is concerned for her safety.

Cecilia Valenzuel a Val encia, director of the press agency inedi aperu.com
was outside her home in the capital, Lim, when a car driver reportedly
attenpted to run her down on 4 Septenber.

According to reports, a van with tinted wi ndows has been parked in front of
her offices since 31 August, intimdating her and other inediaperu.com
staff. This follows her publication of articles linking the Servicio de
Inteligencia Nacional (SIN), National Intelligence Service, to drugs and
arms trafficking. During the past few weeks, she has al so becone the victim
of a smear canpaign in the tabloid press, which is reportedly controlled by
SIN.

Cecilia Val enzuel a has previously suffered harassnent and intimdation
because of her journalistic work. For nore than a decade, she has been at
the forefront of investigative journalismin Peru, unveiling human rights
violations comritted by the security forces, corruption and ot her

gover nment wrongdoi ngs. In 1998, she received death threats after exposing
mlitary human rights violations in a television program

Ammesty International believes that the intimdation and harassnent of
Cecilia Val enzuel a and other journalists uncovering stories conprom sing
the authorities ains to restrict the fundamental right to freedom of

t hought and expression as set out in Article 19 of the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and Article 13 of the Anerican
Convention on Human Ri ghts, both of which have been signed by Peru

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

On 28 May President Alberto Fujinori won a third termin office amd

all egations of fraud and irregularities. The international comunity has
strongly criticised President Alberto Fujinori’s governnent for the way the
el ection was run, and for failing to respect the rule of |aw

In June the Organi zation of Anerican States (OAS) sent a high | evel mssion
to Peru to "explore with the governnent of Peru and other sectors of the
political comunity, options and recommendati ons ainmed at further

strengt heni ng denocracy in that country..." (OAS General Assenbly, June
2000, Resolution 1753). A permanent OAS representative is now di scussing
how to i npl ement the high | evel mssion’s recommendati ons, which include
guar ant eei ng nedi a i ndependence, with the authorities, nenbers of civi

soci ety and the political opposition

Journalists and others opposing the reelection of President Fujinori,
i ncl udi ng those who uncover stories perceived to further damage the
governnment’ s i mage, have been subjected to threats, harassnment and
intimdation during the past nonths.
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RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmnai
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of Cecilia Val enzuel a Val encia after a
car driver attenpted to run her down on 4 Septenber;

- urging the authorities to guarantee her safety and that of other

i medi aperu. com staff;

- urging the authorities to carry out an i medi ate, independent and
exhaustive investigation into the nurder attenpt and initimdation, and to
make the results public;

- remnding the authorities that the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the American Convention on Human Ri ghts, to which Peru
is party, guarantee the right of freedom of thought and expression

APPEALS TO

Presi dent

Ing. Alberto Fujinori Fujinor

Presi dente de | a Republica del Peru

Pal aci o de Gobi erno

Pl aza Mayor

Lima 1

PERU

Fax: + 511 426 6770

Sal utati on: Dear President / Sr. Presidente

M nister of the Interior
General Walter Chac6én Ml aga
M nistro del Interior

M nisterio del Interior

Pl aza 30 de Agosto s/n

Urb. Corpac

San Isidro

Lim 27

PERU

Fax: + 511 224 2405
Sal utation: Dear Mnister / Sr. Mnistro

COPI ES TO

Human Ri ghts organi zation

Coor di nadora Naci onal de Derechos Humanos,
Jr. Tapac Amaru 2467

Li nce

Lima 14

PERU

and to diplomatic representatives of Peru accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 25 October 2000.



