PUBLI C Al I ndex: ASA 20/33/00

UA 221/ 00 Fear For Safety 21 July 2000

| NDI A Shei kh Ali Mohammad (60)

Menbers of the police Special Operations Group (SOG today took Shei kh Al
Mohammad from outside his home in India s northern state of Jamu and
Kashm r. The SOG have been inplicated in a nunber of recent

"di sappearances" and deaths in custody. Ammesty International is concerned
for his safety.

Shei kh Al'i Mohammad (full nane: Sheikh Ali Mhanmad son of Shei kh Mohanmad
Subhan), who is 60-years-old, is a |lawer and an active supporter of

Jamn’ at-e-Islami and the Al Parties Hurryiyet Conference (APHC), two
groups who oppose Indian rule in Jamu and Kashmr. At 11:15amon 21 July
he was reportedly forced by nmenbers of the SOG into an auto-rickshaw
outside the house where he was staying in the Chanpora district of
Srinagar. No reason was given for his being taken. He is reported to have
been taken to an SOG detention canp at Hamahama.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Over the past six to nine nonths there has been a steep increase in the
nunber of extrajudicial-executions and deaths in custody reported in Jammu
and Kashmir. Amesty International knows of 30 deaths in custody reported
during June 2000 al one, perpetrated by the arny, police and paramlitary
forces. Those targeted appear to be nmainly former nenbers of arnmed groups
and those who are active in politically opposing the present government. In
Sept enber 1999, 25 | eading nenbers of the APHC were detained for up to

ei ght nonths wi thout charge or trial following their calling for a boycott
of el ections.

Menbers of the security forces who perpetrate human rights violations in
the state operate with virtual inpunity and are hardly ever bought to
justice. This only serves to encourage further violations.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/ faxes/express/airnail
letters in ENGLI SH or your own | anguage:

- urging that Sheikh Ali Mhamad s/o Shei kh Mohanmad Subhan be charged
with a recogni sable crimnal offence and brought before a magistrate with
24 hours or be immediately rel eased;

- urging the Government of Jammu and Kashmir to give assurances that Sheikh
Ali Mohanmad will not be tortured or ill-treated in custody;

- if there are I awful grounds for detaining Sheikh Ali Mhanmad urgi ng the
authorities to give himpronpt and regular access to his famly, |awer and
any nedical treatnment he nmmy require;

- urging independent and inpartial inquiries into all of the recently
reported deaths in custody and extrajudicial executions, and that those
responsi bl e are brought to justice.

APPEALS TO. (Note: fax lines to India are frequently engaged and callers
may receive nessages that the lines are out of order or not known - please
keep trying)

Dr Farooq Abdul | ah

The Chief Mnister
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O fice of the Chief Mnister
Raj Bhavan

Sri nagar

Janmmu and Kashmir

I ndi a

Faxes: + 91 194 452356 / 191 545649

Tel egrams: Chief Mnister, Srinagar, India
Sal utation: Dear Chief Mnister

M P L Handoo

Mnister for Law and Parlianentary Affairs

Gover nnment of Janmu and Kashmir

Raj Bhavan

Sri nagar

Janmu and Kashmir

I ndi a

Tel egrams: Mnister for Law and Parlianentary Affairs, Srinagar, India
Sal utati on: Dear M nister

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of India accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 1 Septenber 2000



