PUBLI C Al I ndex: ASA 20/35/00
25 July 2000

Further information on EXTRA 154/ 99 (ASA 20/38/99, 4 Novenber 1999) and
foll ow-ups (ASA 20/39/99, 5 November 1999, ASA 20/06/00, 15 March 2000,
ASA 20/29/00, 10 July 2000 and ASA 20/30/00, 13 July 2000) - Death Penalty
[ Fear of |nm nent Execution

| NDI A Govi ndaswany

Govi ndaswany’ s executi on has been stayed until 7 August.

The M nistry of Hone Affairs in New Del hi ordered the 14-day stay on 21
July, two days before he was schedul ed to be hanged. No reason has been
given for the stay of execution.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airnai
letters in English or your own | anguage:

- welconing the tenporary stay of execution but expressing concern that a
further date has been set;

- expressing grave concern that the President of India has rejected

Govi ndaswany’ s cl enency petition;

- urging the authorities to use the 14-day stay to carefully consider the
setback to human rights in India that this execution would signal

- calling for Govi ndaswany’'s death sentence to be comuted to a term of

i mpri sonment;

- expressing unconditional opposition to the death penalty as a violation
of the right tolife and the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman or
degradi ng treatnment or punishnment, and enphasising that the death penalty
has never been shown to have a special deterrent effect.

APPEALS TO

M K. R Narayanan

President of India

O fice of the President

Rashtrapati Bhavan

New Del hi 110 004, India

Tel egrans: President, New Del hi, India
Faxes: + 91 11 301 7290 / 7824 | 7077
Sal utation: Dear President Narayanan

M L. K. Advan
M nister of Honme Affairs
M nistry of Honme Affairs

Nort h Bl ock

New Del hi 110 001, India

Tel egrans: Honme M nister, New Del hi, India
Faxes: + 91 11 301 5750

Sal utation: Dear M nister

M. A Jaitley

M ni ster of Law and Justice
M nistry of Law and Justice
Shastri Bhavan

Dr Raj endra Prasad Road
New Del hi 110 001, India
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Tel egranms: Law M nister, New Delhi, India
Faxes: + 91 11 338 7259
Sal utati on: Dear M nister

The Law M ni ster resigned on 23 July 2000. Arun Jaitley, Mnister of State
for Information and Broadcasti ng has been given additional charge of the
M nistry of Law, Justice and Company Affairs.

COPI ES TO
M Kar unani dhi

Chief Mnister of Tam | Nadu
O fice of the Chief Mnister

Chennai
Tam | Nadu, India
Faxes: + 91 44 536 6929/536 1441

Sal utation: Dear Chief Mnister
and to diplomatic representatives of India accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 7 August 2000.



