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| NDI A Popul ati on of Jammu and Kashmr

Ammesty International is seriously concerned that there nmay be an

escal ation of violence in the north Indian state of Janmu and Kashmir,
after at least 100 civilians were killed there in the past 24 hours. A
maj or point of concern is that the Jammu and Kashmir governnent have
consistently failed to properly investigate the unlawful deaths of |arge
nunbers of people in the past or to prosecute the perpetrators of
continuing human rights violations.

While Amesty International appeals to the arnmed groups operating in Janmmu
and Kashmir to strictly abide by the appropriate international standards
concerning the treatnent of civilians in arnmed conflict we are concerned
that the popul ation of Jamru and Kashmir nay be used as pawns and put at
risk by political or other parties in order to make poliitical gain during
proposed peace tal ks between the |Indian governnment and the | eading arned
opposi tion group.

Anmong the reported killings, 14 Hi ndus were shot dead by arned nen who
called them out of their houses in Pogal Peristan village, Doda district,
on the evening of 1 August. A former mlitant and six nmenbers of his

fam ly, including wonen and children, were shot dead in Baranull ah
district, as were 23 | abourers, including mgrants from Madya Pradesh and
Bi har, Anantnag District and village Sund Achabal. In a market in

Pahal gam 30 Hi ndu pilgrims, two police officers and five local Mislinms were
shot dead by nmen who threw hand grenades and opened fire with automatic
weapons.

No armed group has clained responsibility for the killings. An unbrella
organi zati on of arned groups, the Mittahida Jihad Council, issued a
statement from Miuzaffarabad in Azad Jammu and Kashmir (the region of
Kashm r under Paki stani adm ni stration) denying any invol venent and
accusi ng the Indian governnent of orchestrating the attacks. An |Indian
army spokesman, Brigadier Subroto Ghosh, was quoted as saying that the arny
had taken neasures to counter further attacks and believed that the

Paki st an- based arned opposition group Lashkar-e-Toi ba was responsi bl e.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Sonme 30 armed opposition groups are active in Jammu and Kashmr, all of
whi ch oppose Indian rule: some want independence, while others want to
secede to Pakistan. There are reports that up to 30,000 people have died
since the struggl e against Indian control becanme mlitarised 10 years ago.

The 93 unlawful killings of the last 24 hours follow |ast week's offer of
an unconditional three-nonth unilateral cease-fire fromthe |argest arned
group in Janmu and Kashmir, the Hizbul Mijahideen. It called on other arned
groups to join in the cease-fire, but they have rejected the offer. O her
armed groups in Jammu and Kashmir reportedly declared they would step up
their arned struggle.

In Jammu and Kashmir, |arge scale massacres have gone without an inquiry
and unpuni shed. The massacre at Chitthisinghpora in March this year, in
which 36 Sikh civilians died, has not been subjected to judicial scrutiny.
Several nmen allegedly involved in the killing have been killed by the
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security forces in highly suspicious circunstances. Many people in Jamu
and Kashmir believe that the security or paranilitary forces were invol ved
in the unlawful killings at Chitthisinghpora.

Over the past six to nine nonths there has been a steep increase in the
nunber of unlawful killings allegedly perpetrated by the security forces
and the police in Jammu and Kashnmir. Ammesty International knows of 30
deaths in custody reported during June 2000 al one.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmnai
letters in English or your own | anguage:

- urging the government of Jamu and Kashmir to inmediately instigate full
exhaustive and transparent enquiries into the recent unlawful killings in
Jammu and Kashmir and bring the perpetrators to justice;

- calling on the governnment to ensure that effective neasures are taken to
protect the human rights of all those living or travelling through Jamu
and Kashmir during a tinme of heightened tension;

- calling on the government of Jamru and Kashmir to put an end to the

wi despread inpunity in the state, which facilitates and encourages the
perpetration of human rights violations.

APPEALS TO

Head of Jammu and Kashm r gover nnent
Dr Farooq Abdul | ah

The Chief M nister

O fice of the Chief Mnister

Raj Bhavan

Sri nagar

Jammu and Kashmir

I ndi a

Faxes: + 91 194 452356 / 191 545649 (fax lines to India are frequently

engaged and call ers may receive nessages that the lines are out of order or
not known - pl ease keep trying)

Tel egranms: Chief Mnister, Srinagar, India

Sal ut ati on: Dear Chief Mnister

M ni ster responsible for | aw and order

M P L Handoo

M ni ster for Law and Parliamentary Affairs

Gover nment of Jammu and Kashnir

Raj Bhavan

Sri nagar

Jammu and Kashnir

I ndi a

Tel egrams: Mnister for Law and Parlianentary Affairs, Srinagar, India
Sal utation: Dear Mnister

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of India accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 13 Septenber 2000.



