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UA 41/01 “Di sappear ance” 15 February 2001

SRl LANKA Suppi ah Sival i ngam aged 24

Suppi ah Sivalingam a 24-year-old internally displaced person, has
reportedly “di sappeared” after visiting a mlitary post in Vavuniya town.
Ammesty International is concerned for his safety.

On 12 January Suppi ah Sivalingamand his famly fled fromthe district of

Ki linochchi, which is currently under the control of the Liberation Tigers
of Tami| Eelam (LTTE), who are fighting for an independent state in the
north and east of Sri Lanka. The family crossed into governnent-controlled
areas at Piramanal ankul am where they went through the registration
formalities required by the security forces deployed a the checkpoint. The
sol diers told Suppiah Sivalingamto report to the “Sanasa canp” in Vavuniya
for further questioning before he could be issued a pass for internally

di spl aced peopl e.

As instructed, on 14 January Suppi ah Sivalingamvisited the canp. However,
he did not return to his famly afterwards, and has not been seen since.
His relatives have nade inquiries with the police and mlitary authorities
in the area, but they deny having Suppiah Sivalingamin their custody. It
is feared that he may be held in a secret place of detention run by
mlitary intelligence personnel operating in Vavuniya town.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

For years, Vavuniya has housed tens of thousands of displaced people from
the areas nost affected by the arned conflict in Sri Lanka, including the
“Vanni”, an area north of the town which is largely under LTTE control

An estimated 23,000 internally displaced people are currently accommopdat ed
at 12 “welfare centres” in the area. They are all required to obtain a pass
relevant to their circunstances when they arrive in Vavuniya. There are 14
different types of passes in force in Vavuniya, each with different
validity, eligibility and duration.

Security forces personnel and arned Tam | groups working al ongsi de them
play an active role in trying to identify possible LTTE nenbers anong the
internally displaced popul ati on. There have been regular reports of torture
and “di sappearance” after they have taken people into custody. Many of the
“di sappeared” are suspected to have been tortured to death in illega

pl aces of detention.

Until May 2000, it was a |legal requirenent that places of detention had to
be designated and published in the official Gazette. After the introduction
of new energency regulations, that is no | onger the case and detai nees can
now | awful Iy be held in unauthorized places of detention. Annmesty
International is concerned that the renoval of such safeguards have

i ncreased the possibility of prisoners being held in secret detention and
tortured.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnmai
letters in English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of Suppiah Sivalingam who

“di sappeared” after visiting Sanasa Canp in Vavuniya;



- urging the authorities to clarify his whereabouts;

- asking that if he is in detention, he is pronmptly charged with a
recogni zably crimnal offence, or imediately rel eased, and that he is
al l owed access to his fanmly, |awer and necessary nedical care;

- urging that those responsible for his “di sappearance” are brought to
justice.

APPEALS TO
Presi dent Chandri ka Bandar anai ke

Kumar at unga
Presidential Secretariat

Col onbo 1

Sri Lanka

Tel egrams: President Kumaratunga, Col onbo, Sri Lanka
Faxes: + 94 1 33 37 03

Sal utation: Your Excellency

Li eut enant - Gener a
Li onel Bal agalle
Arny Commander
Arny Headquarters
Fl agstaff Street

Col onbo 1

Sri Lanka

Tel egranms: Conmander of the Arny, Col onbo, Sri Lanka
Faxes: + 94 1 43 26 82 or 43 26 85

Sal utation: Dear Army Conmander

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of SRI LANKA accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 29 March 2001



