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EXTRA 15/ 02 Ref oul enent/ Fear for safety/ 15 February 2002
Fear of Torture or ill-treatnent

GERMANY/ Sul i m Chadi sov (n), aged 24, Student

RUSSI AN and 19 O her ethnic Chechens

FEDERATI ON

Amesty International is concerned for the safety of Sulim Chadi sov and up
to 19 other ethnic Chechens, who are at risk of being forcibly returned to
Russia from Gernmany following their failed attenpts to gain refugee status.
Shoul d they be returned, they would be at risk of discrimnation,
detention, torture and ill-treatnent on the basis of their ethnicity.

St udent Sul i m Chadi sov reportedly faces forcible return to Russia from
Germany on 16 February. He is currently awaiting deportation from
Langenhagen prison, Hannover. He and his famly fled Chechnya to Germany in
July 2001, after Russian mlitary operations near their village

i ntensified.

Et hni ¢ Chechens remain an extremely vul nerable group in Russia and face
routine discrimnation fromthe authorities. During tw ce-yearly study
visits to Moscow from Chechnya, Sulim Chadi sov was detai ned by Moscow
police on several occasions.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Throughout the current Chechnya conflict, which began in 1999 Russi an
forces have been engaged in whol esal e violations of human rights including
grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions and other rel evant standards of

i nternational humanitarian law. During mlitary raids, or zachistki
ostensibly to root out Chechen fighters, Russian forces continue to subject
the civilian population to serious violations of international human rights
and hurmanitarian | aw. Amesty International and other human rights

organi zati ons have gathered corroborating witness testinony that docunents
vi ol ations against civilians during these raids that include arbitrary
detention, torture, including rape, and ill-treatnent while in detention
forced “di sappearance” and extrajudicial execution. In police custody,
detention facility personnel routinely extort noney and/or weapons from
det ai nees’ relatives in order to secure their rel ease.

Ammesty I nternational has docunmented many cases of ill-treatnment and
torture of Chechens by Russian authorities, across the Russian Federation
i ncl udi ng beatings, the planting of weapons or narcotics by police,
extortion and prol onged incarceration with mnimal |egal standards
observed.

In particular Chechens displaced by the conflict, continue to suffer from
enforcenent of the propiska or residence pernmt system Despite its |ega
abolition in 1991 under national |aw and subsequent concurring deci sions by
the Russian Constitutional Court, authorities throughout major cities in
the Russi an Federation continue to enforce the propiska system This system
strictly regul ates where Russian citizens, including ethnic Chechens may
legally live, work and receive state welfare (including housing, education
and healthcare). There is overwhel nming evidence that authorities use the
absence of such a permt to deny Russian citizens these rights and in sone
cases, physically return themback to their legally registered address
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within the country. For Chechens returned to Russia, it is likely that they
will be forcibly returned to Chechnya where they would be at risk of
serious violations of international human rights and humanitarian | aw.
Amesty I nternational considers the so called “internal flight

alternative”, which would require internally displaced Chechens to seek
refuge within the Russian Federation, to be unduly harsh.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible,
in German or your own | anguage:

- Urging the German authorities not to forcibly return Sulim Chadi sov and
up to 19 other ethnic Chechens to the Russian Federation where they woul d
be at risk of discrimnation, detention, torture or ill-treatnent;

- Urging the German authorities to cease all forcible return of Chechens to
t he Russi an Federati on;

- Urging the German authorities to ensure that all Chechens have access to
a fair and satisfactory asylum procedure under the 1951 UN Convention
relating to the Status of Refugees.

APPEALS TG

M ni ster of Interior of Lower Saxony
Ni eder sachsi sches | nnenm ni sterium
M ni ster Heiner Bartling

Lavesal |l ee 6

30169 Hannover

Faxes: + 49 511 120 6550

Sal utati on: Dear M nister

Federal M nister of Interior
Bundesmi ni ster des Inneren Oto Schily
Bundesmni ni steri um des | nnern

Al t-Mabit 101 D

10559 Berlin

Fax: + 49 1888 681 2926

E-Mail: poststelle@m . bund. de

Sal utati on: Dear M nister

COPI ES TO

Admi nistrative Court of Lower Saxony
Oberverwal tungsgeri cht Hannover
Praesi dent Dr Dreiocker

Ei ntrachtweg 19

30173 Hannover,

Fax: + 49 5118 111 100

and to diplomatic representatives of Germany accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 29 March 2002.



