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UNI TED KI NGDOM ( UK) August o Pi nochet, former president of Chile

On 2 March 2000 UK Horme Secretary Jack Straw deci ded that he woul d not
order the extradition of Augusto Pinochet to Spain. He al so decided not to
i ssue Authorities to Proceed in respect of extradition requests from

Swi t zerl and, Bel gi um and France.

The Spani sh governnent refused to pass on to the British authorities a
request from Judge Bal tasar Garzén that the UK Crown Prosecution Service
(CPS) challenge Jack Straw s decision through Judicial Review The Spanish
governnent said that it would respect the UK s decision to deny the
extradition and it would not take further action in the case. Switzerland,
Bel gi um and France did not appeal the decision

On 2 March, the day that Augusto Pinochet left the UK, seven human rights
lawers filed a | egal request before the Corte de Apel aci ones de Santi ago,
Appeal s Court of Santiago, in Chile, to lift the parlianmentary inmunity of
August o Pinochet as a senator for life. It has been reported that on 6
March Chil ean Judge Juan Guzmén Tapia also fornmally requested that Augusto
Pi nochet’s inmmunity be lifted. The decision of the court is expected in two
nont hs. According to article 58 of the Constitution of Chile the decision
of the Appeals Court can be appeal ed before the Suprene Court.

On 7 March the Consej o de Defensa del Estado (CDE), Council for Defence of
the State, of Chile, which represents the legal interests of the state,
reportedly announced that it had joined the conpl aint agai nst Augusto

Pi nochet and other generals for their responsibility in the Caravana de |a
Mierte, Caravan of Death, case relating to the alleged extra-judicial
executions of 72 people during a mlitary operation in the north of Chile
in 1973.

According to reports over 70 querellas, crimnal conplaints, have now been
filed agai nst Augusto Pinochet.

Ammesty International will continue its work against inmpunity in Chile and
in support of Chilean non-governnental organisations (NG3s) in their search
for truth and justice.

W are grateful for all your work over the past nonths. The nenbers of the
Agr upaci 6n de Det eni dos- Desapar eci dos, Associ ati on of Relatives of the

Di sappeared, and other Chilean NG> have expressed their gratitude for your
wor k.

No further actions are requested at this stage.



