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Bosnia-Herzegovina : Foca verdict - rape and sexual
enslavement are crimes against humanity

Today's verdict by the Internationd Crimind Tribund for the former Y ugodaviathat rape and
sexud endavement are crimes again humanity, chalenges widespread acceptance that the torture of
women isan intrindc part of war, Amnesty Internationd said today welcoming the landmark
decison.

"Thisverdict isasgnificant sep for women's human rights - sexud endavement in armed
conflict is now legdly acknowledged as a crime against humanity and perpetrators can and must be
held to account,” the organization said.

Three Bosnian Serb men were found guilty of rgpe of Bosniac (Bosnian Mudim) women
and girls - some asyoung as 12 and 15 years of age, in Foca, eastern Bosnia-Herzegovina,
classfied as a crime against humanity and awar crime. Two of the accused were dso found guilty
of sexud endavement as a crime againgt humanity by holding women and girls captive in a number
of de facto detention centresin and around Foca. Many victims subsequently "disappeared”.

"The Foca verdict aso recognizes that the sexud violence suffered by these women formed
part of awidespread and systematic attack againgt a civilian population.”

Zoran Vukovic, Radomir Kovac and Dragoljub Kunarac, who had been jointly accused on
33 counts of war crimes and crimes againgt humanity, were convicted and sentenced to respectively
12, 20 and 28 years imprisonment. Dragoljub Kunarac, the commander of areconnaissance unit in
the Bosnian Serb Army, was found guilty both on the basis of individua and command

respongbility.

The indictment in the Foca case originaly included eight suspects, of whom so far only three
have been brought to justice. Amnesty Internationd is again appeding to the Stabilization Forces
(SFOR) and the locd governments in Bosnia-Herzegovina and the government of the Federd
Republic of Yugodaviato arrest and transfer those suspects indicted for such crimes against
humanity to the custody of the Tribundl.

Background

The Focatrid, which opened in March 2000, focused entirely on sexua crimes against women and
heard the testimonies of 25 victims. Their identity was not reveded in order to protect them from
retribution. All of them testified that they had suffered severe physical and psychologica traumaasa
result of the sexud abuse they had undergone.

Three remaining suspects named in the indictment remain at liberty. Two others, Dragan
Gagovic (the war-time police commander of Foca) and Janko Janjic were killed during attempts to
arrest them by SFOR in 1999 and 2000.



Amnesty Internationd - currently engaged in its third world-wide campaign againg torture -
has consgtently held that rape of women in custody by officids, or de facto officids, congtitutes
torture.

\ENDS

public document

xxxxxxxx

For more information please call Amnesty International's press office in London, UK, on +44 20 7413

5566
Amnesty International, 1 Easton St., London WC1X ODW web : http://www.amnesty.org



