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EGYPT Yusri Ahmad Muhammad, surgeon, aged about 50
H's wife and seven children

Yusri Ahmad Muhammad was forcibly returned to Egypt from Kuwait on 9
Novenber, with his wife and children. It is feared that he is held at a
State Security Investigations (SSI) Departnent facility, where torture is
conmon.

Yusri Ahmad Muhammad is married with seven children, six girls and one boy.
H's wife and children’ s whereabouts are now unknown, and it is feared that
they too may be in custody.

The famly had been legally resident in Kuwait since 1982. Yusri Ahnad
Muhanmad, who was working as a surgeon for the Kuwait National Petrol eum
Conpany in Kuwait Gty, was arrested on 6 Novenber 2000. He was held in a
detention centre in Kuwait City along with three Kuwaitis and ot her foreign
nationals. According to press reports, Yusri Ahnad Mihanmad and the others
were accused of affiliation with Islam st arned groups.

BACKGROUND | NFORVATI ON

Torture of political detainees is comon in Egypt, in SSI branches, police
stations and occasionally prisons. Detainees’ relatives are sonmetimnmes taken
into custody to put further pressure on them

The nost common net hods of torture reported are: electric shocks, beatings,
suspension by the wists or ankles, burning with cigarettes, and various
forms of psychol ogical torture, including death threats and threats of rape
or sexual abuse of the detainee or their female relatives. Al though | awers
and | ocal human rights groups have filed hundreds of conplaints of torture
with the Public Prosecutor’s Ofice, no inpartial investigations are known
to have been conduct ed.

The UN Conmittee Against Torture recommended “that Egypt takes effective
neasures to prevent torture in police and SSI custody” in My 1999.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnail
letters in English, Arabic or your own | anguage:

- seeking assurances that if detained, Yusri Ahnmad Mihanmad and his famly
are humanely treated and that they are given regular access to a | awer of
their choice and to their relatives;

- asking that they be rel eased unless charged with a recogni zably crimna
of f ence;

- rem nding the Egyptian authorities of their commitnent to the Universa
Decl aration of Human Rights, in particular Article 5. "No one shall be
subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent or

puni shrent ".

APPEALS TO

H s Excel | ency Mohanmad Hosni Mibar ak
President of the Arab Republic of Egypt

‘ Abedi ne Pal ace, Cairo, Egypt

Tel egram Presi dent Mibarak, Cairo, Egypt
E- mai | : webrast er @r esi dency. gov. eg
Fax: + 202 390 1998
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Tel ex: 93794 WAZRA UN
Sal utation: Your Excellency

H s Excel |l ency General Habib al -’ Adel

M nister of the Interior

Mnistry of the Interior

Al - Shei kh Ri han Street

Bab al - Louk, Cairo, Egypt

Tel egram M nister Interior, Cairo, Egypt
Fax: + 202 579 2031

E- mai | ; noi 2@ dsc. gov. eg

Sal utation: Dear M nister

COPI ES TO

Ms Shadi a Far ag

The Human Rights Department, Mnistry of Foreign Affairs
Corniche al-Ni I, Cairo, Egypt

Fax: + 202 574 9533

Dr Fathi Sorour
Speaker, The People’'s Assenbly, Magles al-Sha' ab Street, Cairo, Egypt
Fax: + 202 574 9175

and to diplomatic representatives of Egypt accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 22 Decenber 2000.



