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SYRI A Hussai n Daoud, aged 30

Hussai n Daoud, an asylum seeker who was forcibly returned to Syria, has
been hel d i ncommuni cado since he was arrested by Syrian security forces. He
has reportedly been tortured, and Amesty International is concerned for
his safety.

Hussai n Daoud, a Syrian Kurd, was forcibly returned to Syria on 10 Decenber
2000 after the German authorities rejected his asylum application. He was
reportedly arrested by the State Security Force (Am al -dawl a) when he
arrived at Damascus Airport. He was initially brought to State Security
detention centre No. 285, where he was apparently questioned about his and
ot her Kurdish activists' activities in Germany. He has since been held at
various detention centres in Damascus and al -Qami shli in northern Syria,
and has been interrogated and tortured continually. According to
unconfirmed reports, he was hospitalized about a nonth ago after he
suffered a nervous breakdown as a result of torture. Hi s current

wher eabouts are unknown.

The authorities have not acknow edged Hussai n Daoud’ s detention, but sone
acquai ntances of his reportedly saw himat State Security Detention centre
No. 285 in March. They were not allowed to speak with him His fam |y have
made nunerous enquiries with the authorities, but have been unable to see
himor find out where he is being held.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Hussai n Daoud applied for asylumin Braunschwei g, Germany on 18 January
1996. His asylumclaimwas rejected by the German authorities in al

i nstances. He was reportedly politically active while in Gernmany, and took
part in denonstrations organi sed by Syrian exiled groups in front of the
Syrian enbassy.

Political detainees are routinely tortured or ill-treated in Syria,
particularly during periods of interrogation. Throughout the years, scores
of people have reportedly “di sappeared” after being arrested by Syrian
security forces.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/ faxes/express/airnail
letters in English, Arabic or your own | anguage:

- aski ng where Hussain Daoud is being held, and urging that

he is treated humanely and all owed access to nmedical care, his famly and a
| awyer of his choice;

- asking the authorities why he was arrested and whet her he has been
charged or tried;

- expressing concern at reports that he has been tortured and ill-treated,
and calling for an i ndependent and inpartial investigation into these

al | egati ons.

APPEALS TO

Hi s Excel | ency
Presi dent Bashar al - Assad



2

Presidential Pal ace

Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic

Tel egrams: President al-Assad, Damascus, Syria
Tel exes: 419160 prespl sy

Sal utation: Your Excellency

COPI ES TO

Hi s Excel | ency

Dr Muhamrad Har ba

M nster of the Interior
M nistry of the Interior
Merjeh Circle

Damascus

Syrian Arab Republic

Faxes: + 963 11 222 3428
Tel exes: 411016 AFI RS SY

and to diplomatic representatives of Syria accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 11 June 2001



