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Trade Union Report

The Jorld Situation
B e S

In different parts of th: world the label "trade union' moan
different things, There nre really three basie levelss

g

(1) The level as knowm in Britain, the United States and nost
Buropean countries at whieh trade unions are freo to toke industrial action,
to appoint their own officinls, and are independant of fovernment

(2) The level at vhich trade unions exist, but are heavily controlled
by the government, This applies to many countries througheut the world, In
Europe, such oountrics as opain and Portugnl have trade unions which are
"recogniscd" by the government, and all other activity then bocomes illegal.
Strikes are illeg~1l, and leading officinls are appointed by the governnment
concerned and not elected by the nenberghip,

(3) The level which exists in most Dastorn WuropedB countries where
the workers and government are regarded as ones  There are then only official
trade unions. Strikes are agaln illegal, but leaders are elected. The result
1s that there can be no trade union activity as the Toest would know it. Tn
practice this makos categories (2) and (3) much the same.

Result

Because of these 1ast two categorices, there are thousands of trade
unionists in prison throughout the -rorld for trade wunion activities., On the
whole, they arc serving sentences for activities which trade unionists - and
governnent - in Britain and elsovhore would regard as normal and part of a
trade unions function. Thesa activitios include strikes, forming unions,

demonstradion, or mercly neeting trade unionists from outside the country,

In Bouth America som: trade unionists rr- serving sentences of 20
years simply for trying to organise o strike that would be regarded as
legitimate in Britain. In Indonocsin thousands of trade unionists are in
prison because they are associasted with left-ving politics, After the 1965
coup, all unions were considered to be tied to the "left", and therefore
regarded as bad sccourity risks. In opain tradce unionists are convicted of
illegal activities, and only the official governnmont-controlled union is
recognised and allowed to negotiate,

Arnesty International is concorned about the situsation in which
such trade unionists can be imprisoned, and has adoptod nmany of them ag
"prisoners of conscicnee". This year Hean MacBride, Chairman of Arnesty
International, called for a speclal effort to gain the release of these
thousands of trade unionists:

"It occured to re thot on this H5O0th Anniversary of the International
Lobour Office, the International Council Moeting of Amnesty International
might congider giving special attention to the thousands of trade unionists
who are languishing in prisons for upholding the right to freedom of
assocliation and the principles of I.,L.0."

This report is intended not as a comprehensive survey of the world
situation, but to outline the attitude of governnents throughout to trade
unions and the broad categorives into which these attitudes come. In order to
do this, 2 number of "black spots' arc highlighted: +thesc are countrics in
which trade unionists are having a particularly heavy struggle and in which
nany are inmprisoned for their activitics. Sineo Arnesty Intcrmational has no
political axe to grind, these countrics cover the spectrum of political power
ond party. Amnesty's one concern is that attention should be drawn to the
Lack of the basic froedoms which result in such imprisonnents, and to those
individuals who are languishing in prison, often forgotten, aven by the
governnent which first put them therc,
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There is 1ittle doubt that 4if Britain look.d upon its trade unions
countrics listed herc ?LCPlt 1ilk~ Froande Counsins, YVicter Foothor,
orgc Woodcock and many otho c:_ﬂ,u-_.ﬂ?la; British trade unionigts would have spont
uﬂny years in prison ond mlﬁhJ still bo there todoy,

KUROP

The relationship betwroan f&ﬂﬂf;Lﬂﬂﬁug::fwigﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬂm*u g Iin Mureopo
coversg a wide range. So docs the Azfinition of o trade uanion, In Britnin,
France, the %pipdiﬁﬁViﬁﬂ countri s, Gorninny, Holland and 5nlpi the tradce
union pattern is of the "free™ type., Unions s not f:*..ml’t;mllu. Iy thi
covernments, ond there is the freoedom 1o take industrinl action. In HSpain
and Portugal, the trade unions are governnent controlled and have no froocdom
of industrial action. Tn the U.5,95.%, there are trode unions, but thoir cthos
is such thnt thoy are alnest unrecormisabl. as troade unions in the definition
given to them in Britain aad olscevhero, The WWﬁﬁiﬁn troade unionsg aro nore
workors! association, wit no powers of industrisl naction. In nny ways, thoy
carn ornly bs defined as wolfar. agoncl s whiﬂh crre for the loisure and socinl
conditions of thoe vorkoers,

SPA TN

There are hundreds of trode unionists in Spoandish prisons for
rctivitics which would be congider.d rormnl in countricos whore trade
unionisn is acecepted. On the surfncs, thers have beorn choanges In thoe
governiontal attitude to trode unions over the past yvoar, but on oxmination
these prove to nake very little difforonce te the situstion —hich hns existod
since the Civil Yinr. The present s Wth of trode unicnisn in Spain can only be
scon againsgt its stronge historiend brckeround.

Historically, the Spanish trode union noveroent vas alunys divided ovon
prior to the Civil Tnr. Thore were tue oadn opgrnisstions: thoe UG T. and the
C.H.T. The U0.7. was the industrizl wing of the socialist political novenent.,
The C.H.T. was connectcd in o si-iler way withk the anarchist nevement.  On the

whole, they were both trade unienists of clnss strugglc nnd protoest,

After the ond of the Civil Jar, the Spanish T.C0DLT.T, affilistes
were banned and sont into oxile. Still affiliated todny, they have functioncd
from France maintaining cland-stine wehibership nd activity within Spain,

Since 1957 a now indigencus rovernwnt, thoe Comisioncg Obreras, sprang
into nctivity inside Spain in opposition to the State's Notionalist Syndical
Movenent. Their nin is purcly syndicnlist, thelr nonborship is dreawm from a
wide spectrum of political opindion nd in this way politienl deb-te, with
posgible rosulting fragnentation inte diff:ront politicnl factions, arc held
at bay in a country vhcre only onc politicnl porty is pormitted, and whore the
opposition has so often foundered on difforent ideologics,.

The detained, and thore are many, come fro both these Groups of
aligned workors. They are detained mnd chorged for infringeaents of the Penal
Code, infringements which in many othor countrics would constitute Trade
Union rights. These mens nctivitics 'wust be understood ngainst the legal
franework of tho Spanish Sindicatos,

The principles detormining the theology, structurce nd orgranisation
of the verticoal syndicrtes -~ TheSpanish Sindieﬂ+ﬁv - aroe 3ot forth in
Chapter 13 of the Fuerc del Trabaje of 1938 which was alrost entirely based
on the Labour Charter of N-tionalist Socinli t Germany. They ar: bascd on
the philosophical concept thot ns both omployors snd employees arc engrged in
the sanc enterprise of production, then thoy are both "on the sane side'.
Tn practice this means th-t both employer ond employed are in the sanc union,
that officials arce appointed from tho top domunrds, and that only on the
shop floor and this only since 1967, are reprocentatives clected; that
industrial strikcs arc illcgnl as are nectings of orkpcople in any other
aggocintion,
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Fregsure beth from cithin the contry 2e rell as from intornotionnl
bodicg hwve nade the Sponish nutheritics pronis. o now syndicalict low
and has lod to an invitotion to T.L.0. te cxvoine the prosont syzton. The
I.L.O. report is crmphatic in rocomiending nere liboral Trade Union rights and
the Doedizte granting of froodem to 211 imprisoncd Spanish Trade Unionists.
The new syndicalist 1w hos so far only boon cutlined to the Pregs. It has
not vot boen deboted in the Cortes CS;aﬂiah Pﬁ?iiiﬁﬂﬂt). 1ts outlin.: suggcsts
1ittle real chonge, for the basic principle romains = 1abour and nmanagenent
are represcnted in the sane union, strikos romadin illoenl nd no other
agsocintion is pornmittod.

It 18 to b hoped thet the now more Buropean ninded Spanish Govorne
ment will be 2ble to offer the country o more liboral trade union structure
and allow the new syndicalist law to bo widoly rumended during its dobate
in the Cortes.

The International Lobour Organdsnation,in a prelininary report, on
tho trade union rmovenent in Spain his recomsended reforrmg, but those have
obviously been ignorcd. This rocoimnmonded:

(1) Al” posts of uthority in the ftrade union moverent, including
the hirghcst, shonld be fillcd by clection.

(2) The autonony -nd practicnl cquality of trade unions of workers
and trade unions of enmployers.,

(3) All appointed officinls of the frade union orgnis-tion should
recoive instructiong ond b responsible only fror snd to its ocleeted officors.

(4) Th~ trade union orgarigstion,; while subjoet to the 1aw of the
statc, should not be subjoct to dircetion or ¢ntrol by an political
novenment, and any rel-tions vhich it na have with a political movencnt should
be freely deternined by its nenborship.

(5) The freedor of cxprossion ~nd necting should boe gu-rantceed to
all schools of trade union opinion,

GREDCE

Inmedintely ofter the coup d'ett of April 1967, the now regine
dissolved 270 labeur uniens, Tt nlso confiscatod the estates ~nd archives
of these unions.onthe grounds that they "devioted from their parpose". A
representative for the Junta whe appeared bofor: the Comiission of the
Inquiry of the Intocrnntional Labour Organisation confirmed thot the regine
had dissolved unions, but said that the unions conccrned vere net fulfilling
their purposc and viers rmercly political orpanisations. He also argucd thnt
the arrested trade union officinls were "erininals' who wvould soon be
brought to trial. A year latcr the samc story was put before the sance
I.L.0. cormission.

Thosc unions ~nd associations of unions which renain hoave been
underrined by the regine removing koy figurcs and replacing then with "puppet
figures so thnht the Junta retnins control. Ther:c are still rmany trade
unionlists in prison. Strikcs arc illegnl, new ~orbors cannot be enlistaed
into uniocns unless they first dcelarc thiir loyalty to the rogine, nnd
neetings are illcgal unlcss permission is given by the nuthoritics.,

PORTUGAL

Trade unions oxist, and thore is an unoensy undetstanding between
governrent mnd the unions. Strikes are illegal. The people in key
positions and othcer trode unionists, hevover, -re often labellsd as
crganising subversive ncetivitics, or s boing o thro t to the social order.
Conme trade unionists have boon inprisoncd, but it is ofteon difficult to
cstablish which are trode wnionists -nd which are inmprisoncd for other
politic~l netivitics, ; 7
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"The Soviet trode uwnieong e hoervur bly eoreyineg out the &
Iﬁl’f}ldﬁilpﬁr* thert by tho prrty and willd fqﬂz?Tr;:L o b 1t orellsoblo support,
wetive asgistants ~nd f2ithful xoeutdy | , |
pilitant orooniscrs of the tnosos, in %.. streenl s o the drnlornontootion
cf the party prograrne nnd thoe flijSt{TFEAE olgiong ot th 23rd 1,510,

Congress for the gsront couse of bullding the: corrarnist Chyo1n
our country.”

In gonornl the trade union movoent in
strong orghniscstiona, In wat countri-s thore g o
covernients onc tradoe unionlists vno ciah o tound unlions kht11 T
recogniscd ~nd contrellod by the anthoritios.

M IEXICO

The offi brode andons? o povernmont
constant atto pts |
but these nre squashed. Thore re trode wileonists in prigson

: i fra N Y WA B,
Found o o trode wmmiione oubtasid
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ARGIFNTTINA

| | L ™
ToTroe 18 roproasiorn o ytrilos g dowonastratione, with

-

clngshes botoroon the polics wuda the aomongtrotors., Theryo are at Lo
hundrad trﬂdﬂ union leaders in prison for their awetivitics, Tho o
well-knowvm iz Rairundo Ongaro e heawd o the most militant twwi
UI1on, *Hﬂ s arrestod 1r moe for Y"his o protocetion” ~ftor the 1l
of o rivol trowvde union wne rwredoroed He dg atill in prison, nd thore hohe boeon
no trinl, or cven choarges lovellod,
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Th-1unonde
in aa the rooait of
c ntrellod, ~nd the
trads unionists  orno K
vhe oro cotiveoly ongrg |
thors ~re reports th o+ "modor ot Levle anionlsts
ETOLLT

PANTSTAN

™ - - e P T e T N, : . : - - .
Tr-de uninnists o Jivge difficewlty -ith the
3wy . e Yo
imprigoned., STr1KCS

~f trode union officinls nro imprisoncd.

AFRICA

there aro o munber o troedos unioniat
untricoo. Ph o Ta hooriuso Ty

*'"m"}' "'d i-ﬁ,u%- +orels for indopendar

9
nt trocle unilons,
control trode unions in sueh o ooy that Indopondont
rcality. As oo rosult th
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Sors tioade unions ara idonvlt

wona thet changes in povernnent bonr dircetly on the trodde unien
Trado unionists ~re i priger oqun, .1.1,}’” in 1.t md right ving

P b

1od ti"i_ a1 politice=l phrty, nd
I’

A pﬁrflﬁvli‘ roblor of mosat Africon countricog is thet trede unions
A e, s N TR o SR T
reprosont only 13~pul tion, gsince only L-}i.u.,l.t G e uerkors
in the normal sonse of L 00 For this roason, trod. unionl €8
regirded NS 0 Prossurs GrouD.
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;AN Juch thﬁ SIS ﬁig L i“ rmzonio, but £2iled, The le uﬁiﬁﬂ
la thue gtill i

I Ghann after the 001 of Neranh o 1o s paseod .-Plﬁ? 1t illognld
yhrilicc The vunichoent g the Qoth ponnsltsy I e o never unod.

A Loa-br

KENYA,

'11}'1 ‘t- ST ) Bl 3 - SR TN rLr S e CT rEEeN 4 IR T 3 “F R ] '1-11 e Sy Fhv ) —~ 3 't -i — T -—a't

j[:_, JI_ : '-! L A S 1 LA R ;{j ¥ o oe o] 1 i s i j S T[T S U I L ..-f-_,,-" + 14 R F 1ab., L H _}:Hl' Tt _i_. i i "1__?11 I-‘j LT ‘}"r »
.- - .- - . . * — L _ ., A o - . [ ¥ - —_ —a - - . i - - . - r . I ey " e m ..

Sa;,;':va_;.?:."'i.l tf“f.f].L.' 1415 1 ”1} ”T;J }*:r_.’ift.: ‘K_s R IR 7 SRR VN | TG e hﬂVU h. S-S T A -'L :Et._ﬂ .

i4

Hoviever, o trode unionist eolcensed oorlicr thic yoor hos boen redotained.
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S’.AB OI‘I

The buro ng trode unionists in the country vere "Craned!,
The + londing trode w2 1 untry o TPreanedt
However, finally no ovidenee eould be found to surpert the chirmeros,.  Ong

-

can was relonasced, the oth v is sti11 beings detrined.  fHore there is o confliet
bet.oon uniong fﬂ1 the governnont policy.

DOUTH AT'RICA

Only 13 per cont of A1l Scuth Africa's ‘rrk,;; e orpgnnised in

trode wniensy of this 13 per cont only 0.3 nereont lf‘t‘lf:&“:}; md Africon
workers nre denicd full trade union rights cr the right to shrike.

Yot Africwd constitute over 60 p r cuont of the labour fores in
the main scetors of amploymient.  In the ninang industry, 90 por coent of the
workers are Africongd  din the 19 »~in industrial dsroups Lt 1s in only onco,
the Printing trade, in vhich whit. workors eomstitute o vijerity — Jjust
over half.

Bofore the Netionnliet Party cme te povor in 1948, its Joclared
21 s to tnake contrel of the trado wisn meveront hich 1t “ceuscd « '
"~lion™ to Afrikancrden, internti ne1 ond libernl in cutlook,

aportheid in thot nony wnions had cusbers of ~11 roecs. Trodinte 1.}[

1948 it took monsurcs te dectroy - ilitnt trede unicnist. ond rnfore

iy Q)

racinl separation within the 1ﬂdlv1ﬁum1 Wilons

The Bupprescion of Corrunisn Act of 1950 crpersorcd thoe Fing -“*t"'-r
to order the renoval from his post of mmy trode wnion officinl ~hor h 2 (th
Minist r) Jdcencd to bo 2 eommunist. By 1956, 75 loading tradc unionists
nad bﬁﬁﬂ ardﬁrzﬂ te resign,. The inceluded noest of theose in wnicne sith misxed
' aenhbers of oll vreos,
10L10VEaseass




The Trndustriod
obtrinin~ atimn
Only rooizter d unions
Tndus "f_. il Courneils
poror of Afrinos

tritroduecd. Ty
ooyl Gy Syl

bishver pedd, noro skill
counskilled, senastonnd

rr-‘lj{-ﬁl:{j{;I“i ...EH:
2N .. LA L.r

"
T SR | _} A
1_5:55 LK J_I

—_—

No AT rioenn

pLi O a.“.f""l{‘.}].f_;?}fa_.'ii‘*-'_*-.
Laid doom by tF
Industris1l Councils

"'1 ~ 4
L

LFprig'iﬂfﬂt_

In 1967 the
nﬁcuytgﬁ aff']iﬂﬁiﬁw
ropre Sont ]UP QOO0 -
*wprwsflf 4 _Q,EBl, g
offiliotione It hna o
aouth Africn »

1hﬂ«~tL;ﬂ 173
Policeo:r 1t

‘ -'-l-.iu..":._-i IR(} Ir-i : }.;' I e
zloetrd than he,
27 oifici~ls
boannad up

ot ion s

SACTH v lifmed it
N-timmol Congross ="!.z1-::i :’Z_. 143
of thooo rnoyg
~nd trade un
trade union mon

F
1 L3
SRR duvi g 1

PORTUTAL

Manuel Fondos
His trinl took plscc
Horne. The chorpe wns fcﬂharﬁhip
activitics” specified s taking part
pormphlets inviting to strikoe oong
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Jun: 1966 -nd om fellesod b ;i o nreroat of nunbors of
_ | hﬁﬁ) Supporters, arune them ot o 0 the Konyan treode
Lﬂ?ltﬂl l;*a'arfa. 2 thensa ~rrostod in 1966 only bt nes rovein in
detention »nd Oeoko 1o the COTYd T
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oonoiderod
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Cuntred Orgomdcstion of Trede Unionan L Pi;?zijffi. (COTU), forned to
co~ordinat ﬁhJ*“W“+i¥liﬂ,;35Ff 1il 'hrﬁﬁc wil ns, e continually torn by
digsgroec ont botroon the Toet o omenriontod ool ]ﬁ;I“f-ﬂ$1ﬁﬁf s L;: ¥ %ﬁﬁd ~uturm
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trode union londers invelved in tiooe atrile s 2ppenra be hhwve boon on o attonpt
te break the KPU dormination “

Goke docs not zoen to hove boon inv lved in ny ntdecovornient
conspliracy, nor to hove ?x; my sgoeintion cith vicloncoe,  He s the only
QN fﬁi the trodo unien locdors arrost to attorpt to challenge the loaonlity
of his detention by bmm‘f‘lm nooction agoinet the Kenyon governrunt in the
first half of 1967. Ho appeared in o lorer o ur, his ploo e disnisoed snd
no appcal to 2 higher ~utherity - 1loved. Thuagfl* raent iloegcd thot Ocko
had roecived roney fron 1¥}Zﬁ1i§31 sourc..s 2l uscd this v ]ﬁﬁli;tiiﬁf] PUIDOECS
in the trade union noverent.  He ﬂpualilﬂ cvidonce 7ns prniuﬂﬁd to substine-

tints either of these twe chorges and in any cense thore s ne 1oy in Konya
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profiibiting nicney fron ovorscns, Cithor for persomal or orenis o tional
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the mmv&mﬁﬂt),
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Moreclin: Conachh Abnd is 5% wrriod, ouwl the fothor of tuo
tecnage childron.,  He ig o wder si the Indigon sus w1l trode union
moverwnt, Coisi nos Obr&:‘ir.f"*:’f* Jhien be haelped 4o £ lI‘ld in 1‘4651 Sr. Cnoncho
gorked in the Erpross Motor Ihhgtlk ©oAn Endrid and has boen inprisoned contin-
ucusly since lst Warch, 1967, first scrving oone yoar aoentonec, thon being
held vrithout trisnl hilc ~ohenrding for "oonton o cour s sutstnding.
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Me Agunte d-ller-Anguil ot s the S oaret oy Tonertl o of thoe
Confedor-cion Africoin dun Trevodlloars Cooyoentn G0k fi]t e principlo
Chrictin tr-Jdo union irlﬁiviyjlg PAYESES (NP RS SUNS 0 PR VR R O nist, he hed lsc
f'r goversl yvoors hﬂaraiﬁm,=??fiﬂffj_fii.ggt.u Uy Twﬂvﬁ t - the Tntormationnl
Lbour Cnfurenec

e wes ~rr otod o n Boptor C 20, 1947, In Tobrusry 1968 he s
chargred ith distributing pr jjﬂlaf}ﬁ {f:ﬂgﬁfTﬂﬂ f the povornnont o ond oon
Neconbor 8, 1968 hoe uos tricd bhofore o pecinl tribuncl - oro than a
yoor aftor his inditi~l oreoob ond sondineod to Lif iprisonaents A
nurber - f cthor Gobonooe tredo anion 1oodors wove e atod -t the gane
tise, inc’udinge tho principal te-d. uni n Locder in bl coan ey
Vr, Esoone H'Denys, the fGomoernl fGeerctory o the Gobonese Trodo Mmion

ﬂwﬂiﬁrﬁiﬂﬁﬂl.

Pretogts ere roade b the Geboncss Govornment by both the
Intorncti-n~l Confodor-tion of Troe Trede nions ond the Fodoracion Iondicl
du Te-vail, nd » fowmecl ¢ mpladnt subnlotod T th o Int "Tﬂ'%ti'=rw11. Lxbrur

Offico in Gonova, CHE:DﬁfH;TfT“. N, 196E 1 the cceonals Y Prosidont
Albert Bongo'ls 33rd b 1?*#}11 1o oontenec 0o vt *} J( 1{‘-* yoars ith
hord 1abur. In Auwrust, ﬁ%; Do o Zﬂiirﬁl” o gentoneced b th g

tire, o relenscd, but VUalk rednoail 1 =t11] ronning in pristnyg

trade uni-nists had boon ehore d 71 th ’*ufﬁiﬁiiﬁﬁ*ﬂiTlﬂ‘ th intorninl
e i

y o~

sceurity f thoe Stote ond o f ;pl?‘gﬁhi ‘nd- 1o incito public disturbanees’.

Tt vng ~id thet Bz ne D nag hod critton ond roproduced ﬁnhvnrﬁlvﬁ SEeHR eRURBR IS

T
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1:7f1lets enllin~ upn tho ;hﬁypl_ o ocoris. ureinat Dposidont 13115;, o thet
Walkor-inguilot hed printed -nd disteib mw-fi th ogo 1oflots,. Both denied

the chhrgos ~nd thore seong littlﬁ A bt thot t? prphlots sore not in foet
gritten tw . N'Dong nor distributed by the tr<dos unin 1w*ﬂEWT3 T
prvphlets, in foet, weere not <0 o partionl rly ijﬁfflfu%f?t1ﬁ‘11_ ~ture, ~lth ugh
they sharply criticised the Gobnmcsas Govorniunt''s undemoc 11[ h&ﬂﬂﬁf in
hwndling the aff~irs I the country. Bssono H "Dongts b“fthj*‘{fﬁhj cvidenace

during the tri~l th t ho wns the ~uthor ~f the prrphlets conoorned

The ~rrcst -of *h&@ﬁbﬁﬂiﬂg tradon uni onists appeors t. howve risen
-ur ~f the oonfliect betoon the Govornment 1o bredes union overnent
~, gituntion not infro uitﬁf in "noe-p rty, rﬁtity - rrood strtoo vhere the
oovernnent “Ttﬁﬂpta te ontrol trodes union ceti on and bt suberdinato trndoes
unisn policles to porty politics. In Gabn 1, frictin betr ooy the g vernnent
‘nd the indopendent trndes uniong hod polariscd alter the strike vhich
took plrce tewunrds the end of 1967,

In his early 40's 1. augunte Tlker-Anguil.t is narricd, v7ith
children.




