


THE HUMAN RIGHTS YEAR IN GUATEMALA
— A CALENDAR OF ABUSLES

29 May 1978 — 29 May 1979

The massacre at Panzos not only constitited an act
of genocide, but also marked the beginning of one
of the most bloody escalations of repression in
Guatemalan history, Starting from that date,
threats, arrests, Kidnappings, assassinations and
land scizures increased dramatically,

(Democratic Front Against Repression

statement on 29 May 1979, the tirst

anniversary of the massacre at Panzos)

On 29 May 1978, over 100 Kekchi Indians were
killed by the army in the northern Guatemalan
town of Panzos, Alta Verapaz. The Indians had
come to the town to discuss a dispute over land
which they had farmed for several generations.
Following the killings, army spokesmen claimed
that it was the campesinos who initiated the
violence, but reliable church, university, peasant,
labour and legal organisations within Guatemala
maintain it was the army that opened fire.

Amnesty International has monitored a variety of
sources, including the Guatemalan and internat-
ional press, since the Panzos incident, and has
catalogued the incidents of human rights abuses,
including arrests, kidnappings, disappearances
and murders which have come to our attention
over the period 29 May 1978 to 29 May 1979.

Amnesty International’s investigation has made
clear that over the period in question the primary
human rights problems in Guatemala have
continued to be widespread political murder,
torture and disappearance, sometimes at the
hands of ofticial security forces and sometimes
following abduction by para-military death squads.
These so-called ‘death squads’ were originally
formed in the 1960s to combat guerrillas, but
instead of being disbanded after the guerrilla
groups were crushed, the para-military groups,
which include members of legally established
security forces and most of which have links with
government and business, became instruments for
political and economic gain. The death squads
have also been instrumental in crushing incipient
opposition movements in Guatemala, initially
through intimidating and murdering rank and file
trade union members and campesinos. Following
the 1976 earthquake, however, vast sums of
reconstruction money flooded into Guatemala,

and this, combined with recent industrial develop-
ment schemes within the country, has strengthened
the power of the popular movements. The death
squads have retaliated by identifying the leader-

ship of these movements as particular targets for
repression,

During our calendar period, yet another death
squad, calling itself the ESA, Ljercito Secreto
Anticonmunista, surfaced with the publication,

on October 18, 1978, of a list of 38 people,
including journalists, trade union, student and
church leaders whom it had ‘tried and sentenced
to death’. Since then, several more ESA death
threat lists have been published and several people
named on them have been murdered.

However, recent violence in Guatemala has not
been confined to prominent individuals or to
those named on the death lists., Guatemalan
newspapers note daily the number of bodies found
throughout the country, and the average over the
period studied has been variously determined as
between six and nine, On certain days as many 4as
17 bodies have been recovered. Victims are often
mutilated in such a way as to make identification
impossible and are often found at a great distance
from the original place of abduction, further
complicating the identification process.

1978 has been characterised as the most violent
year in Guatemala’s history by journalist Saul
David Oliva, who reported that 770 unidentified
bodies had been buried in the Verbena cemetery
in the first six months of the year. In December
1978, Guatemalan journalists noted that since
July 1978 when General Romeo Lucas Garcia
came to power backed by a right-wing coalition,
there had been reports that of more than 500
victims of violence, nearly 200 appeared to have
been tortured. Secret cemetaries and mass graves
have also been found during the year, adding
further substance to the assessment made in Al’s
Guatemala Brieting Paper of 1976, that a reason-
able estimate of those that have died since 1966

at the hands of these death squads could number
as high as 20,000.

The pattern set in the first six months of the
Lucas Garcia regime has continued, and Al has
continued to record the almost daily murders of
trade unionists, campesinos, teachers and students,
whose only apparent crime has been their
opposition to the regime or their attempts to
assert their right to organise, protest or retain their

farm lands in the face of government recolonisation

and development schemes, or foreign penetration.

From the continuous record of human rights
violations which have come to our attention during
the period 29 May 1978 to 29 May 1979, Amnesty
International has put special emphasis on a number
of dates, when particularly shocking abuses of
human rights occurred, These are considered
lustrative of the sort of daily violence to which

certain sectors of Guatemalan society are subjected.

In many cases. these are dates on which leaders of
the popular protest movements were killed or
kidnapped in apparent efforts to disorient and
destroy the emerging Guatemalan opposition. In
other cases, Al has chosen to highlight dates of
large-scale repression such as the massacre of the
Kekchi Indians at Panzos which we felt indicated
the relationship between land disputes and
repression in rural Guatemala, or October 4
when police and national guardsmen broke into
the headquarters of the striking state employees
and arrested 400 postal workers,

In addition to the dates and our daily notation of
the number of identified victims of the death
squads whose murder has come to our attention,
and where the political implications are clear, Al
has also noted cases where only the name of the
murder or kidnap victim was available, and has
included a number of instances where Guatemalan
newspapers reported merely the number of bodies
found on a particular day throughout the country.
The death squads have also taken it upon them-
selves to ‘judge and execute’ petty criminals and
deviants in vigilante style executions, and a
number of these killings also appear on the
Calendar, in order to indicate yet another way in

which Guatemalan citizens.are deprived of due
process of law,

Amnesty International does not claim that the
compilation is exhaustive; it is intended merely
to suggest the nature of the everyday violence
with which Guatemalans must live. Neither is it
claimed that all of the violence is on one side: a
number of killings of government and police
officials, presumably by clandestine left wing
organizations have been noted. However, most
observers agree that the vast majority of the
victims of the death squads in Guatemala, whose
murders had political implications, would be
characterized by Guatemala’s rulers as ‘left wing’.

Throughout the year, Amnesty International has
also recorded government statements on the
violence; authorities have consistently denied
that security forces are directly involved in any of
these incidents, although sources in Guatemala
claim that the death squads are armed with

information which could only come from govern-
ment sources and act with such impunity that
their activities appear at least to be tolerated by
the authorities.

Families and associates of those who have suftered
abuses, as well as international political and human
rights organizations, have repeatedly called on

the authorities to put an end to the violence and
to bring the perpetrators to justice, President
Lucas Garcia responded to such calls on 27 Feb-
ruary 1979 comparing violence to an ‘allergy’

that one must learn to live with., On another
occasion, the President abrogated government
responsibility tor the protection of its citizens by
saying that it would need a ‘magic wand’ to
eliminate violence in Guatemala, The Vice-
President Francisco Villagran Kramer has repeat-
edly threatened to resigh for what he officially
states are reasons of health. Privately, however,
he admits that the real problem is his frustration
at the government’s failure to end violence and
investigate assassinations, and his own inability

to change the course of events, Villagran Kramer
is aware that if he were to leave the government,
his life would be in danger, According to the
Vice-President, in an interview he gave to Reuters
press agency on 22 March 1979: ‘Death or exile

is the fate of those who fight for justice In
Guatemala’. In no case of murder or kidnapping
which we have recorded over the year covered

by our calendar of human rights abuses, is Al
aware that an official investigation has taken place,
or that those responsible for a death or kidnapping
have been officially brought to justice.

Surveying the record of the year since Panzos,
Amnesty International’s general conclusion must
be to agree with the statement made on the
anniversary of the massacre by the broadly based
opposition group, the Democratic Front Against
Repression, which declared that “The massacre
at Panzos . . marked the beginning of
one of the most bloody escalations of repression
in Guatemalan history, Starting from that date,
threats, arrests, kidnappings, assassinations and
land seizures increased dramatically.’

The calender printed overleaf only gives the
complete details indicated above in respect of the
month of September 1978; duplicated copies
can be made available of the details of brutal
murders for the 12 months 29th May 1978 —
29th May 1979. It should be stressed that these
details are extremely gruesome; only one month
has been printed fully overleaf not only for
reasons of space.




The |
Human Rights
Yearin

A calendar
of abuses

May 1978 to

May1979

8

Body, signs of torture, highway between
Chigquimulilla and Cuilapa, two more between
Chigquimula and Esquipulas. Presumed by
police to be death squad victims,

August

Amnesty International has details of at legst
43 people brutally murdered, often after
kidnap and torture, and others disappeared;
in particular:

26

At least 21 bodies found over Christmas
presumed to be political victims, 5 in the
capital, others, with marks of torture, in
Matacatancito, Coatepeque and San Lucas
Toliman.

November

Amnesty EInternational has details of at least
103 people brutally murdered, often after
kidnap and torture, and others disappeared;
in particular:

15

Manuel Andrade Roca, adviser to the rector
of the University of San Carlos, and labour
lawyer, is killed as he left a mecting at the
university. His name had appeared on the

May

Amnesty International has details of 147
people brutally murdered, often after kidnap
and torture, and others disappreared.
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Over 100 Kekebi Indians, including 25
wonien and five children, Kitled in contront-
ation with military at Panzos, Alta Verapay.
The Indians had come to the town to discuss
with local authorzities a letter they had
received concerning contlict over ownership
of land which Indigns had farmed tor from
40 to 100 years. Viflugers sav that miuass
graves fad been dug two dayvs hefore Hhie
incident, Army issucs official statement
charging that it was the indians who
intiated violence, but reliable church,
university , peasaat, labour and legal organ-
sations within Guatemalis say the army
opened lire.

June

Amnesty International has detianls of at least
19 people brutally murdered, often alter
Kidnap and torture, and others disappeared.
in particular.

30

1

El Grafico of 30 July stated that it is the
helief of Lic, Donaldo Abvarez Ruiz, Minister
of the Interior that o "Death Squad’ is
aperating in Guatemaly which, althowugh 1
fis o connection with the nationaf security
farces, is hedping to clean up conunon
crintnils,

Today the Minister responds: 1 very much
reret gt myv pournalist friends have imis-
gquoted the statement which { gave them in
connection with gangs of contmon crintinals
whao coudd be fighting vach other, resulting
i several deaths,

4
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Police i pas masks use tear gas to break up

a demanstration in Guatemala City protesling
ut the muassacre al Panzos and the Killing of
the labour Liwver Mano Mupia, The mayor
ot Guatemala City, Col. Abundio Muldonado.
olfiwially expresses regret that the magority
ol the 23 casualties are between 14 and 17

y ey ulid,

25

Feorede anhs 1) The death squad hias been

L]

1

Two bodies Moating in the river Samala.
Both shot dead,

Juan Pablo Vetasquesz, dead, hamlet of Santa
Rosa, San Marcos,

12

Delting Lopesz Osorio, 28, and Rene Fernando
Lopesz Fuentes, 32, Kidnapped, later found
dead, Tablon Grande, San Juan Sacatepequez,
San Marcos,

13

Donungo Si Kon beaten to death, San Andres
Semelithaj.
Body i the Santa Rosity river

Celso Rolando knifed to death and Martin
Mendoza strangled, sone 12 and zone 3 of
Guatemala City, Both had police records,

Body. zone 16, Guatemala City.,

Lorenzo Garcia vy Gareia, 48, disappeared
trom El Tesoro Arriba, Jocotan, Chiguimula,
Relatives tear kidnapping.

14

Armed men in olive green break into home of
Leoncio Parras Catalan, Monte Verde, Nueva

Santa Rosa, attempt Kidnap, When he resists,
they Ml him, wounding his wife and daughter,

17

Jose Luts Chispas Valladares, Kidnapped
August Y. tound August 20, dies in hospital
Iram etlects of torture,

18

Decapitated body in the sea, Puntade Palma.
Pucrto Barrios.,

Demonstrations and transport strike

stipported by church, student, peasant and

political organisations against government

plans to increase the cost of urban transport

by 100 per cent gather torce. One of the

slogans used is Repression will not deter ns
united we shall overcome,

Twe men who say they are police agents
kidnap Francisco Gutierrez Duarte, a

Colombiun, entering bank to change money,

29

Two naked bodhies, in 2 ravine near Mixco
Guatenula City.,

October

Amnesty International has details of at feast
82 people brutally murdered, often al'ter
Kidnap and torture, and others disappeared:
in particular.

S

Communmgue from Secret Anticommunist
Army 4 FESA T says Commander in Chiel,
Mante) Sagastume Azurdiit, has ordsred
intensitcation ob ante-conumunist Pight and

o

In less than 24 hours, 7 bodies found in
various parts of the country,

Antonio Ciani, successor to murdered Oliverio
Castaneda as president of the University
Students Association, disappears,

10

Guatemalan press reports thit Alfonso
Gonzialez Estevez, former judicial apent and
former bodyguird of departmental police
chiel, made anonymous death threats in
name ol ESQ, The courts are investigating
the case,

17

8 bodies appear in last 24 hours, marks of
tarfure,

mhitary units wall increase help ta the people 28

29

Thete is an average of 30 deaths per day from
vivlence according to calculations of staff of
Penal Courts, agreed by police throughout

the country -- figures include deaths resulting
from clashes between various political factions
and victims of traffic accidents, believed to
have been staged, or intentional murders.

January 79

Amnesty International has details of at {east
84 people brutally murdered often after

Kidnap and torture, and others disappeared;
In particular:

2

At least 15 bodies have been found in ditter-
ent parts ol the country, some with probable
political implications. Three were found in
the capital, one with signs of torture, Others
i the west: Zacapa, Jutiapa, Ixhuatan,
Oratono; in the south-west: Zunil, Quezalten-
ango, puerto San sose and between San Jose
Piitula and Motaquescuintlas, all with signs

ol torture,

4

ESA lssues death threats to 24 people, the
majortty of them trade union leaders.

16

Nuational Police say average of five bodies are
tound vach day, presumed to be victims of
the death squad.

Erom October 1978 1o today, more than 100
bodies have been found showing signs of

January ESA death threat list.

In the early hours armed gang attacks
editorial offices of £f Grafico, one of
Guatemala’s leading newspapers. Fifteen
men machine-gun the offices, but as they
were emply no-one was hurt. This is the
fourth such attack on newspapers since
October.

March

Amnesty International has detials ot at least
72 people brutally murdered, often after
Kidnap and torture, and otherns disappeared,
n particular

9

According to police reports, there have been
more than 1,000 victims of death squads

during the last four months, Most of them
have been buried as XX.

17

According to the press, an average of 8 bodies
are found per day, showing signs of torture,
strangled, knifed or shot dead. In the last 24
hours, 9 bodies have been found: two in
Villa Nueva, the bodies of two women in
Villa Canales with marks of torture: two
more in Retalhulue, another in Santa Rosa
and two more i different parts of Guatemala
Cuy,

The National Police announce that a total of
15Q people have been murdered in the last
fortnight by death squads, The police are
investigating.

29
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One year alter Panzos massacre, student,
trade union and campesing organisations
note that none of those responsible have

heen brought to justice, Democratic Front




Celso Rolando knifed to death and Martin
Mendoza strangled. zone P2 zone 3ol
Cruatemala City . Both Tl police revosds,

Tl BT A M AT
wilh locad atithonties a Tedter they had
received converming canthict over awnersinp
of Land which Indians had farmed for rom
40 10 10O years. Frlfagers sav thai sy
grates had Peen due two dave betore the
picredens,  Army ssues othicit] stateme nt
charging that 1t w.as the indians who
miteated viotence, but reliable churech,
university . peasdat, fabour and legal organ-
isdtions within Guatemala sav the anmy
apened fire,

Kidnap Francisco Caatierres Duaarte, o
Colombuan. enterme bank to chianpge money.

29

Fwo naked bodws, ina ravime near Mixeo
Crunatemala Crty

mseshguting,

29

men Hicde-gig the of fices, but as they
were emply no-one was huart. This s the
Fourth such atack on newspapers singe
()otarber

2

At least 15 bodaes luve been found ain difter-
ent parts of the country, somve with probahle
political imphceations. Three were Tound i
Hhe capital, one with signs of torture., Others
in the west. Zacapa, Jutiapa, Isxhuatan,

1 Oratono; i the south-west Zuni), Quesalten-

Body . zone 1o, Guaatemala Oy,

Lorenzo Gaarcia v Crarcnd, S8, disappearned
From Bl Tesoro Aroiha, Jocobom, £ hgqanmula,
Relatives tear badapping,

14

Armed mien in olive green break into home of
feanoo Parras Catalan, Monte Verde, Nueva

Santa Rosy, attempt Kednap, When e resisty,
they all ham, woundimg s swale gmd daughter,

17

Antonio Chani, successor to murdered Oliverio
Castanceda as president of the University
Students Association, disappears.

March

Amnesty International has detinds of at least
P2 people brutally murdered., often after
Kidnap and torture, and athess disappeared.,
iy paatticubar

ango, puerte San Jose and between San Jose
Prouka and Mataquescaintlas, all with signs
ol torture,

4

LS A issues death threats to 24 people, the

Crisatematan press reports that Alfonso
Cronziles Bsteves, former judicial agent and
former boadyard of departmental potice
chiet, made anonymouns death threats in
name of SO, The courts are immvestigating
the wase,

October

Amnesty International has detiuls of at least
K2 people brutally murdered, often alter
Kidnap and torture and others disappeared.
1 particular

Police m gas nuasks use tear gas to break up
4 demopmstration m Guatemala Crty protesting
at the muassacre at Panzos and the Killing ot

June

Amnesty Intermabional fuas detals ot at least

19 people hrutally murdered, alten after
kidoap and torture, and othees disappeared.
i particudar

Father Hermogenes Lapes, 12 years parish
privst of San Jose Pyulia, near Antigia, o
murdered by unknown asslants. Father
Hermogenes was aclive i leading protests
against the enforced press-ganging of voung
peasiants into the army, amd was also active
iy organsig peasants oo detfend therr
theeatened water rights, On 29 June, a letler
from Father Hermogenes was publishedin
a number of Guatemakiny newspuapers
which he supgested that the anmy e
abolished,

July

Amnesty International has detads o) at least
52 people brutally murdered, often atter
Kidnap and torture, and others disappeared.
in particalar.

Mario Rolundo Mujia, a young lubour Liwyer
and adviser 1o the miners of Ixtahuacan who
led the miners” march to Guatemada City in

December 1977, is shot as he enters his ofhice

in Huehuetenango.

21

Ft Grafico reports that about 20 bodies have
been found on the roads o the last 20 days.

the Labowur Liwyver Mano Mana, The mavor

b Crinatemala City . Coll Abundto Muldonado,
o hcially expresses regret that the magonty

ob the 23 castalties are between 14 and 17
yoeurs aldd,

25

[arde wshsl the death siquad has been
Fev v edd, siovee there brave been M vctons
bl M oy s

September
1

Bodds, i Muazatenango, another i San
Bartolome, Antieuag Guatemala, Sacatepeguer,
L Twann bpala, Clugumuela swoth marks ot
tortaure, dgar Rolando Domingoes, kb
napped by two men oo blue moeep, Moo,
Criaatemaba Caty distnicld.

f0 Graticsreports m List 2 mmnths 50 bodies
ab death sgoad victnms tound with coup Je
prace trade aserkh of this orgassation,

4

Body on Fsourpalas highway, San Jaainto,
Chaguimula, Faes cut o, eves blindtolded.
hands tied behimd back . Another body in
the B Zapote river in Misco, Chiparmula,

Behsarno Morales Rodrigues Calso known as
Nipoleon Calderon haaresr, 31, Kudnapped.,
tound dead, B Palmar, Quezaltenango. Body
has bullet wounds and siens of torture.
beleved to be death squad victim, Had
crimini record,

Roger Fohevarna Galindo, 42, has disappeared
trom Muzatenanze, Suchitepequez, Police
think he has been Kidnapped by g secret
argasation,

Flavioo Ruano Morales, 35, dead on Pacific
highway at Amatitlan, Guatemala City district.
Rody shows signs of burns and possible
drowming o petrol.

7

Body on aghway between Quetzadwe peque
and |}‘l;.i‘|;i e Cligumiala, hands bound,
butlet wounds and signs of torture,

Pablo Cordos g Yorres, 25, Tound shot Jdead
Al Prgquisate, Escaintla,

Body , shol, San Ratael Las Flores, Santa Rosa.

Body . shot, Ciudad Pedro de Alvarado,
Jutipy,

Hector Revera, 40, dead. San Pedro Savite-
paeques, San Marcos,

Fose Tois Chaapas Valladares, bdnapped
August 9 tound Augast 200 dies in ospatal
from effects of torture,

18

Pecapituted body i the sea, Punta de Pabna,
Puerto Barnos,

19

Hody with bullet wounds and signs ol torture,

Bucna Vista, San Marcon,

Body o g black  marks of torture, on the
haghway at Bao Hondo, Zacapa,

innedad Crostobal Garcia, 72, bidonapped by
men with sub-maclhioneeuns trom Ope de Agua
San Pedre Sacatepeques, San Marcos,

Felictano Bautista honenes, 39, ded wath
Bulet wounds, Las LisasoCasas Ve,
Chrguomulilla, Santa Rosa,

20

Elivandro Peng Hernandez, murdered. Mongas,

Lalapa,

22

Body wath knde waunds and muatilated face.
Nebar, FL Qunele,

23

Ciostavo Adolo Aldana, 18, dead with
mutdated tice on Atlantic bighway , Rio
Hondo, Zacapa.

Daniio Agwmilar Guesara, 26, Honduran.

resident Croatemala, shot dead. zone 2 ot
Crivatenala City .

24

Luis Fontho Ramos Mendes and wate Julia
Lopes Diomco murdered with machetes at
thesr home i Mabacatan, San Mircos by
group of unknown assaibants. Right hamd

of their one year old son reportedly ampu-
Latedd.

25

Juan de Jesus Fspana tound shot dead,
Cubilete, Quezaltepeque, Chiguimaula.

Antomo Lopes senously wounded by armed
mea i Monte Verde, Nueva Santa Ros.
Nanti Rosa,

26

Body of wman about 30, Suchate river.

27

Angel de Jesus [eo Jon disappears in
Ceuatemata Crty alter boarding bus.

S

Communigue from Secret Anticommunist
Arnyy CESA Y sy s Commander in Chaet,
Vel Sapastume Azurdia, has ordered
intensihcttion of anb-communist bght and
puletary umts wikl mercease help to the peaple

18

I SA distithutes bist af 38 people sentenced
to death atter “tral” by them, List includes
wivon o student Teaders, uniersty st

20

Podice admit existence ol the Death Squad,
which bewan operations T8 vears ago and has
halled severad umon [eaders and pohtbicians,

ESA sentences to death Detence Mimister,

Gueneral Otto Spacgler, Mmsster of the Interior,

Donaldo Alvares Ruiz,and head ol the police
Col German Chupina, in maove believed by
Many o be rise imtended o confuse publie
as [ real targets.

s
L

Oliverio Castaned, President of Organsation
ol University Students of University of San
Carlos, Kidled Guatenmala City, minutes after
specclt at rally commemorating Guatemala’s
‘Revolution Day” and protesting ot repression
ined in breakimg up demonstrations connected
with bus stnike.

22

Domiddo Alvares Rue, Minister of the
interior, states cannot give protection to
those threatened by ESA 1f they participate
i demonstrations or public gatherings.

24

Col. German Chupina, head of police, con-
demns ESA; declares will be dealt with in
same way as atl other subversive groups.

26

Congress votes against disarmament ol para-
military groups and for disintegration of
subversive groups causing violence in last
few months,

17

¥ bhodies appear in Lisst 24 hours, marks ot
LOrtury.

28

Death squad responsible tor 6 bodies wenty-
Ned by police. 5 more mutilated bodies
found with marks of torture,

December

Amnesty International has details of at least
B4 people brutally murdered often alter
Kidnap and torture, and others dwappeared.,
I particular.

9

Ind ESA death hist sssued, 9 ONT and ONUS
leaders named,

10

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY

11

17 badies are tound i one day tthe usual
average has been 56 per day.)

12

Pedro Quevedo y Quevedo, former president
and serving tinancial secretary of the Guate-
malan Bottling Plant Union, is murdered in
Cruatemala City by unknown assailants as he
does his rounds v his Coca Cola delivery
truck.

mupority of them trade umon leaders

16

Natioral Police say average of five bodies are
tound cach day, presumed to be victims of
the death squad,

From (ctober 1978 to today, more than 100
bodies have been Tound showing signs of

viclenee, bnilimg, strangulation, run over
by wvars,

Manuel Colom Argeta, popular lormer mayor
ol Guatemala City, is Killed along with two
hodyguards an his was to work. He had been
espected to be Fuentes Mohr's vice-president-
l candidate in 1982 presidential elections.

April

Amnesty [nternational has details ot at least
A R people brutally murdered, often alter
kKidnap and torture, and others disappeared.,
Alberto Fuentes Mohr, former finance and in particular
foreign alfairs mutister during the regime of
Mendes Montenegro {1970-1974) and
exvpected to head o leftish coalition in the
FORD elections, s murdered in Guatemala.
A few hours betore his Social Democratic
Party is scheduled to present its request for
reistration as a political party, and just
prior to the start of the aspiring parfy’s
sevond regional congress.

On the same day, Ricardo Martinez Solorzano,
labour leader and law student at the University
of San Carlos is murdered, He had represented
s union (the 1GSS union, of the Guatemalan

Institute of Social Security) at the time of

the bus strikes in the autumn, At the ume

of his death, he was standing as a candidate

for president ot the faw students association.

31

240 people were assassinated in January says

the National Hospital, Manuel Lopez Balan, Secretary General of

the Guatemalan Bottling Plant trade union,
15 Killed in his Coca Cola delivery van, His
name had appeared on the ESQ January
death threat list, along with Israel Marquez,
his predecessor, who escaped three attempls
on his life and was forced to flee into exile,

17

15 bodies found in El Mirador de Santa Elena
Baritlas, Moran, Villa Canales, three in Nueva
Concepeion, two in San Marcos, and in
Antigua and another in Retathuleu.

28

Cal. Gertnan Chupina, director general of the
national police, announces that 78 people
were murdered in the past week,

February

Amnesty [nternational has details of at least
L1 people brutally murdered often aflter
Kidonap and torture, and others disappeared;
According to the newspaper Prensa Libre
there were 326 victims of violence in the first
two weehs ol February.

6

President Romeo Lacas Gartcia says, on
leaving for the United States with i select
group ot business experts that he is feaving
with o peacefud mind, becatse Guatemala
s preacesid,

Amnesty
International
Guatemala

Campaign
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One year atter Panzos massacre, student,
trade wnion and campresino orgamisations
note that none of those responsible have
been brought to justice. Democratic Front
Against Repression which groups 117 trade
mintonn, workers and stom dwellers’ associations,
lour peasant orgamsations (which themselves
represent some 153 peasant groupsy, 37
student organisations, lawyers and university
professors’ associations and the Comite Pro
Justwcra y Paz and its alfiliated organisations,
Issue a statement to mark anniversary of
hillings. Statement decliares Tl mavsaere
Panzos not ondv constittiited an act of geno-
cidde bt giso marked the beginnme of one of
the maost bloody esealations of repression in
Crratenmaban history, Starting from that date.
thriedts, arrests, Aundiappings, avsassinations
aned fand seizures increased dramaticafly,

Amnesty International,
Tower House,

8-14 Southampton Street,
London W(C2,

YOU CAN HELP!




Am neSty lnternational Dr Francisco VILLAGRAN Kramer,

Vice-Presidente de la Republica,

concerns in Palacio Nacional

Donaldo ALVAREZ Ruiz

Guatemala are: Ministro del Interior,

Ministerio del Interior

o Widespread political murder Coronel German CHUPINA Barahona,
e torture Director General de la Policia Nacional,
e disappearances 6 Av. y 14 Calle,

Zona |
These gross human rights violations are sometimes

carried out at the hands of official security forces ® expressing concern about acts of violence,

and sometimes following abduction by para- torture, killings and disappearances.

military death squads. urging the authorities to bring those persons

Bodies are often mutilated in such a way as to responsible, including the death squads, for
make identification impossible, and at a great these crimes under the law.
distance from the original place of abduction,

o : e asking for immediate steps to be taken against
further complicating the identification process. 5 P &

detention without trial.

What you can do emphasising that violations of human rights
Write a courteously worded letter in Spanish, are widely recognised as a serious matter of
French or English (preference in that order) to: international concern which transcends national

_ ' frontiers and considerations of race, religion
Presidente Romeo LUCAS Garcia,

: _ or ideological creeds.
Presidente de la Republica, | |
Palacio Nacional, observing that human rights are guaranteed by
Guatemala, international agreements to which Guatemala
Gatemala. is bound by international law.

- —

_amnesty
international

is and international human rights organisation of 500,000, which is Amnesty International’s

which campaigns for the release of Prisoners of estimate of prisoners of conscience detained at
Conscience, provided they have not used or any one time, 2,000 (approximately) were

advocated violence, throughout the world, from released in 1978. Much of the pressure for their
Guatemala to the USSR, from South Africa to release came from Amnesty International with
Indonesia. 110 countries are listed in Amnesty its 39 National Sections and members in 70
International’s last Annual Report. Of the figure countries, and over 2300 groups throughout the world.

-

fill in and send to Amnesty International, Tower House, 8-14 Southampton Street, London WC?2

I wish to become an individual member of Al and [ wish to receive further information about the

enclose cheque/PO for £5.00 (claimants, students, Guatemala Campaign. The following material
OAPs £2.50) (3 is available:

[ wish to make a donation to Al. O Legal Trade Unions Politicians

Press Church Calendar of abuses
academics




