Decriminalise Abortion

Global Call from Doctors and Health
Professionals to Decriminalise Abortion

This statement has 838 signatories from 44 countries. It has been signed by:

92 Gynaecologists and Obstetricians

43 Psychologists and Psychiatrists
31 University Professors and Medical Students
25 Paediatricians

*For a full list of signatories please see below.

This statement calls for governments around the world to decriminalise abortion in order to uphold
the rights to life, health, and bodily autonomy of women and girls.

Laws which ban or severely restrict abortion have a substantial negative impact on the health care women
and girls receive and exact a grave toll on their health and lives.

When abortion is criminalized the results are not safe childbirth and the well-being of families, but rather
maternal mortality, morbidity among survivors, hazardous spontaneous miscarriage or clandestine, unsafe
abortions. This perpetuates poverty and devastates families. Evidence shows that health outcomes for
women and girls are best where they have access to safe legal abortion.

Worldwide, unsafe abortion accounts for 13% of maternal deaths and remains one of the leading causes
of maternal mortality. Every year it directly leads to the deaths of 47,000 women and girls and leaves 5
million with lifelong injuries.

The criminalization of abortion prevents healthcare providers from delivering timely, medically indicated
care in accordance with their patients' wishes. It impedes and disregards sound medical judgment and
can undermine the professional duty of care and confidentiality that doctors bear towards their patients.

We, the undersigned medical health professionals, call for the decriminalization of abortion in order to
uphold the rights to life, health and bodily autonomy of women and girls.
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Bénédicte Roegiers, Tjalina Hamerlynck, Patrick Bacart, Frangois Laporte, Steven Weyers, Bernard Richaud, Simon Van Belle, Martine Cools, Wim
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Zutter, Jelle Degraeuwe, Petra De Sutter, Kathy Vanderlinden, Ruth Stadhouders, Ellen Roets, Jean-Jacques Amy, Christiane De Jaer, El Serkei,
Barbara Verstraeten, Nele Maeseele, Valerie Van Bogaert, Jef Willems, Patrick Van De Voorde, Evelien Snauwaert, Nathalie Segers, Shari Anseeuw,
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Marie-Anne Bouillet, Anne Barile, Jelle Vandersteene, Anne Vander Straeten, Frangois Casalengo, Bettina Abramowicz, Michéle Loijens, Thierry Van
Schuylenbergh, Ariane Gueuning, Christine Moreau, Francoise Dedrie, Marie-Céline Dilbeck, Ronald Goossens, Dominique Delhaise, Stéphanie
Coppée, Maryline Neuville, Dominique Vanhonacker, Damien Linder, Luc Huygens, Patrick Wouters, Sarah Atlas, Brigitte Hublet, Alex Michotte,
Johan Marchand, Michele Leunen, Corinne Donnay, Stéphanie Hostenbach, Jan Lamote, Anne-Catherine Slangen, Anne Naessens, Margaux Muyle,
Denis Schallier, Michel Deneyer, Laure Van Gijsegem, Vincent Umbrain, Patricia Normon, Ann De Smedt, Jannie Hespel, Marianne Bailly, Caroline
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Hoeserlande, Herman Tournaye, Joke Elst, Vinciane Dessy, Yasmine Kacem, Mia Taffijn, Paul De Walsche, Kiekens Francoise, Pascal Bouquet, Patrick
Herregodts, Charlotte Stolte, Mary Di Stefano, Nicolas De Vos, Jutte Van Der Werfften Bosch, Tatjana Reynders, Annick Martin, Pascale Heyes, Latifa
Nachit, Leila Yernaux, Sandrine Mairiaux, Delphine Gallin, Cécile Olin, Claire Bourgain, Julie Minnaert, Béatrice Swennen, Priscillia Frassanito, Marie
Klinkenberg, Sophie Gilon, Els Van De Bourry, Petra Van Hulle, Linda Ameryckx, Dimitri Aerden, Marijke Neyt, Lieven Van Eeghem, Melissa Boukhelf,
Annick Delporte, Paul Claessens, Laurie Decarpentrie, Marie Dandois, Raphaél Mahieu, Veerle De Boe, Jan D'haese, Pierre Vermiere, Pierre
Debusschere, Antonia Vila Cobo, Angelina Morreale, Jennifer Lutte, Marleen De Heyn, René Deweerdst, Iris Simons, Sandrine Matagne, Charlotte
Defgnée, Didier Vanden Brande, Sonia Rezgui, Annemarie Depoorter, Viviane Van Gelder, Maria Gutierrez, Duquesne Christine, Stephane Papy, Dia
Van Houtert, Alycia Keyser, Bjorn Vereecke, Mark Vandervorst, Cristido Fernando Rosas, Daphne Rattner, Rivaldo Albuquerque, Robinson Medeiros,
Natalia Albuquerque, Shobana Ananth, Michael Padonou, Michelle La, Alexander Daughtry, David Howe, Janet Dollin, Imreet Kaur, Bev Johnson,
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Wenke, Boris Ohlmann, Gabriele Kleinen-Raetz, Erhard Ehresmann, Magdalene Saulich, Heike Ettwein,



Bettina Utz, Peter Parge, Gerda Parge, Buchholz Ria, Ute Schui-Eberhart, Pilar Granda, Iratxe Arteagoitia, Ortelio Blanco, Laura Imaz, Ana Luisa
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Morrogh, Eva Mian, Ryan Toit, Vooijs Marie-Elle, Astrid Kopmels, Wortley Pam, Lizzie Pook, Kate Joyce, Dhammika Perera, Joshua Cuddy, Vjera
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Jeau Francois Oury, Jeau Paul Renner, Gergeta Frfar, Kathleen Gillum, Dr. Sam A. Oppong, Debra Puterbaush Puterbay, Ebenga Claire, Dr. Kohinoor
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