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SUMMARY 

 
This submission was prepared for the 47th Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of Equatorial Guinea in November 
2024. It evaluates the implementation of recommendations made to Equatorial Guinea in its previous UPR, 
especially the recommendations on arbitrary arrests and detention, death penalty, the right to freedom of 
expression, torture and other ill-treatment and human rights defenders. 

 
Regarding the human rights situation on the ground, Amnesty International raises concerns about widespread 
use of arbitrary arrests and torture and other ill-treatment. Harassment against human rights defenders, 
activists, opposition members and migrants is also an issue of serious concern.  
 
The submission ends with a set of recommendations to Equatorial Guinea which, if implemented, would 
contribute to improving the human rights situation in the country.
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FOLLOW UP TO THE PREVIOUS REVIEW  
  

1. From its 2019 UPR review, Equatorial Guinea received a total of 221 recommendations. From those ones, 
it supported or accepted 202 and noted or rejected 19.1 

 
2. 32 of these recommendations were related to the acceptance and ratification of international human rights 

treaties, including the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture, the Second Optional Protocol to 
the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights aiming at the abolition of the death penalty and 
the Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearances. Despite giving support to 
these recommendations, since the last review, the government of Equatorial Guinea has only ratified the 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.2 

 
3. In the last review, at least 10 recommendations were accepted regarding the improvement of respect for 

the right to freedom of expression.3 Despite this commitment, the right to freedom of expression continues 
to be under threat in the country with people preferring to self-censor rather than face attacks, 
intimidation, harassment and arrests.   

 
4. 11 recommendations supported by Equatorial Guinea from the last review called for the authorities to 

create a safer and more fostering environment for human rights defenders.4  However, no changes have 
been made to the national legal framework in this sense, and human rights defenders continue to be 
harassed by security forces and authorities.  

 

THE NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS FRAMEWORK  
  

5. Despite the 32 UPR recommendations supported by Equatorial Guinea in 2019 regarding the acceptance 
of international human rights treaties and calling for national legislative changes to address human rights 
issues related to the protection and promotion of the right to freedom of expression, discrimination, 
violence against women, only minor legislative changes have taken place since then. 

 
6. Despite the acceptance by the government of three recommendations during the UN UPR process to reform 

Law 1/1999 on Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) activities, authorities continue to use this law to 
impose financial constraints on NGOs by limiting their capacity to receive donations from abroad, 
preventing them from carrying out independently and effectively their legitimate activities.  

 
7. The government accepted the recommendations to adopt legislation to eradicate violence against women. 

However, since the last UPR session, no law has been enacted in this regard.  
 

8. On 19 September 2022, the Equatorial Guinea president promulgated the new Penal Code which removed 
death penalty provisions. However, death penalty provisions remain in the Code of Military Justice and the 
State did not ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
aiming at the abolition of the death penalty as a step towards the abolition of the death penalty despite 13 
recommendations made in that regard from the 2019 UPR process. 

 
  
THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION ON THE GROUND  
 
Arbitrary arrests and detention   
 

9. In Equatorial Guinea, the law requires arrest warrants unless a crime is in progress or in cases that affect 
national security and prohibits arbitrary arrest and detention. It also provides for the right of any person to 
challenge the lawfulness of its arrest or detention in court. However, these requirements are frequently 
ignored.5 Amnesty International documented many cases of individuals who have been arbitrarily detained 
by security officers. According to national law, any detained person has the right to a judicial determination 
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of the legality of their detention within 72 hours of arrest, excluding weekends and holidays. However, this 
determination often took longer – sometimes several months – in cases documented by Amnesty 
International.  

 
10. In addition, Equatorial Guinea supported a recommendation from the 2019 UPR which called for 

investigations and prosecutions of those suspected to be responsible for arbitrary detention.6 Yet, arbitrary 
arrests and detention continue to be perpetrated by security officers in total impunity, and to target specific 
groups such as migrants, opposition members, activists and youth. Arbitrary arrests and detention have 
been especially numerous when the government has launched campaigns against specific groups such as 
migrants7 or youth, as in the case of “operación limpieza”.  

  
11. In response to an alleged increase in crime by youth gangs, especially a group known as the “8 Machetes”, 

Equatorial Guinea’s Vice President, Teodoro Nguema Obiang Mangue, launched a national plan at the 
beginning of May 2022 “to clean” the streets of Equatorial Guinea of “criminals and bandits”.8 This was 
labelled by the authorities as a “operación limpieza", or “cleaning operation”. 

  
12. In a single week in May 2022, more than 400 young people were arrested, while three months later, 

thousands of young men were reportedly arrested across the country. Some were granted parole due to lack 
of evidence. Others died in prison.9 

 
13. Some family members of victims interviewed by Amnesty International explained how their relatives were 

mistreated by the security forces during their arrest and detention. 
 

14. Rubén, a 21-year-old from Campo-Yaunde, was arrested alongside a group of other young people on 20 
May 2022 while gathering in the Campo-Yaunde area of Malabo, Equatorial Guinea’s capital. On 6 June, 
he died in prison. The family received his body and a medical report which indicated that Rubén had 
suffered from breathing difficulties and anorexia, among other health issues. The family maintains that 
Rubén had no health problems at the time of his arrest.10 

 
15. The whereabouts of many other young people arbitrarily arrested by security forces remained unknown. In 

other cases, despite having a court release orders, detainees remained in jail. That was the case of Pablo 
Santiago Nsue Ondo Angue, 22-year-old, who, despite a release order dated from October 2022, remained 
in Oveng Azem prison where he died in February 2023 of cardiorespiratory arrest.11  

 
16. Arbitrary arrests and detention are also used as a tool to silence and threaten political opponents. On 29 

September 2022, police arrested the leader of the opposition party Ciudadanos por la Innovación (Citizens 
for Innovation), Gabriel Nsé Obiang Obono and more than 150 of his supporters who gathered at the party’s 
headquarters in Malabo. On 6 October, 119 of the supporters were released without charge. Citizens for 
Innovation had been dissolved by the authorities in 2018. A few days before the arrests, Gabriel Nsé 
threatened that there might be demonstrations if he was not allowed to run in the presidential elections.12 

  
17. Nse Obiang Obono was sentenced to 29 years behind bars and the party members received terms of 

between nine and 29 years in prison on orders made 26 June 2023 by the military court in the capital 
Malabo.13 

 
Freedom of expression  

18. Equatorial Guinea supported a total of 10 recommendations made regarding the right to freedom of 
expression and opinion during the last UPR review.14  

 
19. Despite the constitution and the law guaranteeing the right to freedom of expression in Equatorial Guinea, 

press offences are not decriminalised and lawsuits for slander or defamation are common, leading to self-
censorship.15   
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20. Human rights violations, such as torture and other ill-treatment or arbitrary detention are commonly 
perpetrated against those individuals or institutions whose opinions are not in line with those by the 
government or official institutions. 

 
21. Criticizing the government on social media is also punished. On 29 July 2021, social activist Noelia 

Asama, regular user of social media who denounces the situation of women in the country, was arrested 
without warrant at her home in Malabo, and held in a cell with dozens of men at the judicial police station. 
She was questioned by officers about posting videos to social networks as well as about her social media 
calls for President Obiang to stepdown.16 

 

Human rights defenders  

22. Despite supporting more than 11 recommendations regarding the protection of human rights defenders and 
their legitimate work,17 the Equatorial Guinea authorities continue to hinder NGOs’ work, especially those 
defending human rights: obstructing their legal registration procedures, forcing the dissolution of NGOs or 
targeting, intimidating and harassing their leadership. 

 
23. In June 2020, Somos+, a civil society platform, applied for legal registration to the Ministry of Interior and 

Local Corporations. Several days later, they were notified by this body that their application should be 
validated by the General Direction of Human Rights, although such validation is not required by the law. In 
August that year, the Interior Minister reminded them that they needed to register before they carried out 
any activities.18  

 
24. On 5 July 2019, the Minister of Interior and Local Corporations published a decree revoking the 

authorization granted to the Center for Development Studies and Initiatives (CEID) – one of the few 
independent NGOs that denounce human rights violations in the country – which the authorities accused of 
undertaking political activities.19 They are still unable to operate legally in the country.20 

 
25. In February 2019, Joaquín Elo Ayeto, a Somos+ member, was arbitrarily arrested and detained for a year in 

Black Beach Prison. He was released in February 2020. Although he was tried in 2019 for defamation and 
threats against the President, he was not given any information about his sentence. He was just released on 
the President’s orders.21 Since then, Joaquín has been arbitrarily arrested several times for various reasons, 
including for organizing a conference on Human Rights Day in Malabo without an official authorization.22 

 
26. In May 2023, human rights activist Anacleto Micha Ndong Nlang was sentenced to six months in prison 

and handed a 100,000 XAF (about 152 euros) fine for contempt against authority. He had spent nearly 
nine months in prison by the time of his release. He was initially arrested on 25 September 2022 during a 
siege of the office of opposition party Citizens for Innovation, where he had gone to see if members of the 
party needed assistance. He was not present nor was any representation provided for him during this trial.  

 

27. On 26 January 2024, Anacleto Micha was arrested again. Four plain clothes men took him from his home 
in Malabo. He was detained in an office of the Gendarmerie in Malabo for more than a month. No charges 
were brought against him.  On 1 March, he was sent to the Malabo prison of Black Beach where he is 
currently detained on pre-trial detention on the basis of the accusations against him by a gendarme from 
Black Beach. Anacleto Micha alleged that the gendarme tortured him the last time he was detained there, 
in 2023.23   

 

Migrants' rights  

28. In Equatorial Guinea, migrants have been subject to arbitrary detention and in some cases deported without 
due process. Despite supporting recommendations that called for the ratification of the International 
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families,24 no 
progress has been made towards ratification.  

 
29. Government sometimes launches campaigns for “combatting irregular migration”. These campaigns do not 

comply with guarantees provided in national law and international standards.  
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30. One such campaign took place between 30 October 2021 and early December 2021 when immigration 

raids were launched in major cities of the country including Malabo, Bata, Mongomo and Ebibeyin.25 
Security forces stopped people on the street who they believed had “African foreign facial features” and 
demanded that they produce their identification papers. Those who did not have their documents with them 
were immediately arrested and detained, often regardless of their immigration status.26 

 
31. More than 500 people — mainly nationals from Cameroon, Nigeria, Senegal, Cote d’Ivoire, Central African 

Republic, Chad and Mali — were detained in several cities around the country. Dozens of those arrested 
alleged that they were severely beaten during their arrest and detention.27  

 

32. Most detained individuals did not receive any legal assistance, nor did they have access to appropriate legal 
procedures and due process relating to their detention. Some were deported to their home countries 
without due process. Others were released weeks after their arrest but did not receive any explanation for 
their detention and were never charged.  

 
Torture  

33. Eight countries in the 2019 UPR session made recommendations regarding the Optional Protocol to the 
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, calling for its 
accession or its ratification.28 Two other countries recommended the full application of the Act No 6/2006 
on the prohibition of torture or otherwise combating torture effectively.29. All recommendations made were 
supported by the government of Equatorial Guinea, but torture and other ill treatment continue to be 
regularly applied. In some cases, police officers use torture on detainees to extract confessions. Many of 
these cases involve opposition members and political activists.30  

 
34. Many victims of the campaigns to “combat irregular migration” and the “Operación limpieza”31 explained 

with details the practices of torture that they underwent during their arrests or detention.  
 

35. In January 2023, the Spain-based opposition group Movement for the Liberation of the Third Equatorial 
Guinea (MLGE3R) announced the death in custody of Julio Obama Mefuman, a group member and Spanish 
citizen. They accused the authorities of torturing him. He had been serving a 60-year prison sentence in 
Oveng Azem prison for an attempted coup. Foreign Minister Simeon Oyono Esono Angue confirmed that 
Obama Mefuman died in hospital following illness but refuted any accusation of torture. The body has not 
been released to his family.32  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACTION BY THE STATE UNDER REVIEW  
  
Amnesty International calls on the government of Equatorial Guinea to:   
  
Arbitrary arrests and detention  

36. Immediately and unconditionally release all individuals arbitrarily detained solely for peacefully exercising 
their human rights and end arbitrary arrests and detention. 

 
37. Ensure full implementation of Article 13 (m,n) of the Constitution that provides, that no one can be 

deprived of its freedom without a judicial warrant, and that detainees should be informed of the charges 
against them. 

  
38. Ensure full respect for  the right to defence, including the right to be defended by counsel of one’s  choice; 

and the right to be tried within a reasonable time by an independent and impartial court or tribunal. 
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Death penalty  

39. Ratify the Second Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights aiming at the 
abolition of the death penalty. 

 
40. Remove the death penalty from the military code.  

 
Freedom of expression   

41. Ensure that the Constitutional provisions and the laws which guarantee human rights including the right to 
freedom of expression are fully implemented. 

 
42. Decriminalize press offences.  

 
43. Ensure prompt, thorough, impartial, independent, effective and transparent investigations into all reports of 

human rights violations against human rights defenders, activists and opposition leaders for doing their 
legitimate work and exercising their right to freedom to expression; and bring to justice, in fair trials, those 
suspected of criminal responsibility for any related offences. 

 
Human rights defenders  

44. Reform the Law 1/1999 regulating NGOs to facilitate their registration and enable their full and 
independent functioning. 

 
45. Repeal or amend legislation that may place obstacles in the way of legitimate activities to promote and 

defend human rights, including with regard to the rights to freedom of expression, peaceful assembly and 
association. 

 
46. Fully co-operate with the UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders and issue a 

standing invitation to enable her to conduct visits in accordance with her mandate and allow her to meet 
with HRDs and other stakeholders without hindrance. 

 
Migrants’ rights  

47. Immediately end any arbitrarily arrests and detention based on racial profiling.  
 

48. Launch a prompt, thorough, independent, impartial, transparent and effective investigation into the 
allegations of illegal racial profiling and violence during arrests, as well as the failure to ensure access to 
legal protections and ill-treatment in custody.  

 
Torture  

49. Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture.  
 

50. Implement Law 6/2006 banning torture and other ill-treatment and ensure prompt, thorough, independent, 
impartial, transparent and effective investigations into all reports of torture and  other ill-treatment, and 
bring those suspected to be responsible for all such violations to account in fair trial proceedings, and 
ensure full and adequate reparation for their victims. 
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ANNEX 1 
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International Report 2022/23: The state of the world’s human rights - Amnesty International. 
 
Amnesty International, “Equatorial Guinea: ‘Cleaning Operation’ tramples on human rights, not crime”, 18 August 2022, Equatorial Guinea: ‘Cleaning Operation’ 
tramples on human rights, not crime - Amnesty International (Amnesty International, Cleaning Operation’ tramples on human rights, not crime). 
 
Amnesty International, “Equatorial Guinea. Illegally detained irregular migrants must be released”, 29 April 2022, Equatorial Guinea. Illegally detained irregular 
migrants must be released - Amnesty International. 
 
Amnesty International, “Annual Report 2021/22: Has the world tried to ‘build back better’ in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic?” 29 March 2022 , Amnesty 
International Annual Report 2021/22.  
 
Amnesty International, “The living hell of Equatorial Guinea’s missing prisoners and their families, 23 June 2021, The living hell of Equatorial Guinea’s missing 
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Amnesty International, Amnesty International Report 2020/21: The state of the world’s human rights (Index: POL 10/3202/2021), 7 April 2021, Amnesty International 
Report 2020/21: The state of the world's human rights - Amnesty International.  
 
Amnesty International, "Equatorial Guinea: Further information: Human rights defender released: Joaquín Elo Ayeto” (Index: AFR 24/1844/2020), 20 February 2020, 
Equatorial Guinea: Further nformation: Human rights defender released: Joaquín Elo Ayeto - Amnesty International. 
 
Amnesty International, “Equatorial Guinea: Authorities should shed light on the fate and whereabouts of four opposition members, 8 January 2020, Equatorial Guinea: 
Authorities should shed light on the fate and whereabouts of four opposition members - Amnesty International.  
 
Amnesty International, “Equatorial Guinea: 40 years of repression and rule of fear highlights human rights crisis”, 2 August 2019, Equatorial Guinea: 40 years of 
repression and rule of fear highlights human rights crisis (amnesty.org). 
 
Amnesty International, “Equatorial Guinea: Dissolution of an NGO shows escalating crackdown on civil society”, 9 July 2019, Equatorial Guinea: Dissolution of an NGO 
shows escalating crackdown on civil society (amnesty.org).  
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https://oneamnesty.sharepoint.com/sites/AISCTRYEquatorialGuinea/AdvocacyRestricted/Submissions/UN/Equatorial%20Guinea.%20Illegally%20detained%20irregular%20migrants%20must%20be%20released%20-%20Amnesty%20International
https://oneamnesty.sharepoint.com/sites/AISCTRYEquatorialGuinea/AdvocacyRestricted/Submissions/UN/Equatorial%20Guinea.%20Illegally%20detained%20irregular%20migrants%20must%20be%20released%20-%20Amnesty%20International
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https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/3202/2021/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/3202/2021/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr24/1844/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr24/1641/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr24/1641/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/08/equatorial-guinea-years-of-repression-and-rule-of-fear-2/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/08/equatorial-guinea-years-of-repression-and-rule-of-fear-2/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/07/equatorial-guinea-dissolution-of-an-ngo-shows-escalating-crackdown-on-civil-society-2/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/07/equatorial-guinea-dissolution-of-an-ngo-shows-escalating-crackdown-on-civil-society-2/
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ANNEX 2 

MATRIX OF RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS CYCLE, WITH COMMENTS ON PROGRESS 
 
 

Recommendation Position Full list of themes Assessment/comments on level of 
implementation 

Theme: A12 Acceptance of international norms 
123.11 Ratify the Convention on the Prevention 
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 
(Rwanda); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13/Add.1 

Supported A12 Acceptance of 
international norms 
B13 Genocide 
S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice 
and strong institutions 
Affected persons: 
- general 
- minorities/ racial, ethnic, 
linguistic, religious or descent-
based groups 
 

 

Not implemented. See the status of 
the Convention on the Prevention 
and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide (accessed on 22 March 
2024).  

 

123.8 Ratify the Optional Protocol to the 
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment, and fully implement Act No. 
6/2006 prohibiting torture and guaranteeing 
reparation, including compensation (Germany); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13/Add.1 

Supported A12 Acceptance of 
international norms 
B51 Right to an effective 
remedy 
D25 Prohibition of torture and 
cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment 
D26 Conditions of detention 
S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice 
and strong institutions 
Affected persons: 
- general 
- persons deprived of their 
liberty 
 

 

Not implemented. See the status of 
the Convention against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
or Punishment (accessed on 22 
March 2024), para. 33. 

122.16 Take concrete steps towards the total 
abolition of the death penalty and, as a matter 
of priority, sign and ratify the Second Optional 
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of 
the death penalty (Portugal); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported A12 Acceptance of 
international norms 
D1 Civil & political rights - 
general measures of 
implementation 
D23 Death penalty 
S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice 
and strong institutions 
Affected persons: 
- general 
 

 

Partially achieved. See para. 8. 

123.2 Ratify the International Convention for 
the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 
Disappearance (Germany) (Ukraine); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13/Add.1 

Supported A12 Acceptance of 
international norms 
D32 Enforced disappearances 
S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice 
and strong institutions 
Affected persons: 
- disappeared persons 

 

Not implemented. See para. 2; see 
the status of the International 
Convention for the Protection of All 
Persons from Enforced 
Disappearance (accessed on 22 
March 2024). 

122.2 Consider ratifying the International 
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of 
All Migrant Workers and Members of their 
Families, in follow-up to the recommendation in 
paragraph 135.18 of the report of the Working 
Group from the second cycle (A/HRC/27/13) 
(Burkina Faso); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

 

 

 

Supported A12 Acceptance of 
international norms 
G4 Migrants 
A27 Follow-up to Universal 
Periodic Review (UPR) 
S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice 
and strong institutions 
Affected persons: 
- migrants 
 

 

Not implemented. See para. 28. 

https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-1&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-1&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-1&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-1&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-1&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-9-b&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-9-b&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-9-b&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-9-b&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-9-b&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-16&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-16&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-16&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-16&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-16&chapter=4&clang=_en
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Recommendation Position Full list of themes Assessment/comments on level of 
implementation 

Theme: D23 Death penalty 
122.54 Consider abolishing the death penalty 
(Mozambique); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported D23 Death penalty 
Affected persons: 
- general 

 

Partially implemented. See para. 8. 

122.55 Consider the total abolition of the death 
penalty (Turkey); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported D23 Death penalty 
Affected persons: 
- general 

 

Partially implemented. See para. 8. 

122.57 Formally and finally abolish the death 
penalty (Cabo Verde); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported D23 Death penalty 
Affected persons: 
- general 

 

Partially implemented. See para. 8. 

122.58 Abolish the death penalty (Iceland); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported D23 Death penalty 
Affected persons: 
- general 
 

 

Partially implemented. See para. 8. 

122.59 Consider formally abolishing the death 
penalty (Italy); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported D23 Death penalty 
Affected persons: 
- general 

 

Partially implemented. See para. 8. 

122.56 Adopt the necessary measures to repeal 
the death penalty from its national legislation 
(Argentina); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported D23 Death penalty 
A41 Constitutional and 
legislative framework 
Affected persons: 
- general 
 

 

Partially implemented. See para. 8. 

 

Theme: D25 Prohibition of torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 
123.22 Fully apply Act No. 6/2006 on the 
prohibition of torture and conduct independent 
inquiries against the alleged perpetrators of acts 
of torture, followed by legal proceedings as need 
be (Belgium); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13/Add.1 

Supported D25 Prohibition of torture and 
cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment 
B51 Right to an effective 
remedy 
Affected persons: 
- general 
 

 

Not implemented. See para. 33. 

122.62 Fully implement Act No. 6/2006 
prohibiting torture and prosecute security staff 
responsible for violations (Canada); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

 

 

 

 

Supported D25 Prohibition of torture and 
cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment 
B51 Right to an effective 
remedy 
B52 Impunity 
Affected persons: 
- general 

 

Not implemented. See para.33. 

 

Theme: D26 Conditions of detention 
122.67 Address effectively allegations of 
political persecution and arbitrary arrest and the 
overall conditions that undermine the dignity of 
persons in detention (Sierra Leone); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported D26 Conditions of detention 
D33 Arbitrary arrest and 
detention 
Affected persons: 
- persons deprived of their 
liberty 
 

 

Not implemented. See paras. 9, 10, 
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 20, 21.  

122.70 Enhance efforts to combat unlawful and 
arbitrary detention and improve conditions of 
detention in prisons, including by separating 
women, men and children (Uganda); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported D26 Conditions of detention 
D33 Arbitrary arrest and 
detention 
Affected persons: 
- general 
- women 
- children 
- persons deprived of their 
liberty 
 

 

Not implemented. See paras. 9, 10, 
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 20, 21. 
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122.68 Improve conditions of detention, in 
particular by allowing all detainees access to a 
judge and by abolishing all forms of arbitrary 
and secret detention, as previously 
recommended (Switzerland); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported D26 Conditions of detention 
D33 Arbitrary arrest and 
detention 
D51 Administration of justice 
& fair trial 
Affected persons: 
- persons deprived of their 
liberty 
 

 

Not implemented. See paras. 9, 10, 
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 20, 21. 

122.69 Step up its efforts to ensure better 
prison and detention conditions for persons 
deprived of their liberty in conjunction with 
migration proceedings (Burkina Faso); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

 

Supported D26 Conditions of detention 
D51 Administration of justice 
& fair trial 
Affected persons: 
- migrants 
- persons deprived of their 
liberty 

 

Not implemented. See paras. 28, 
29, 31, 32.  

 

Theme: D43 Freedom of opinion and expression 
122.88 Remove all restrictions on journalistic 
activity, including by stopping the government 
practice of pre-publication censorship (Iceland); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
Affected persons: 
- general 

 

Not implemented. See paras. 19, 
20, 21. 

122.84 Strengthen its efforts in bringing its 
laws and practices into line with international 
standards for press freedom and freedom of 
expression (Timor-Leste); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
A41 Constitutional and 
legislative framework 
Affected persons: 
- general 
- media 
 

 

 

Not implemented. See paras 19, 20, 
21, 22.  

123.25 Promote freedom of expression for the 
press and media and cease the imprisonment of 
journalists by decriminalizing defamation 
(United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13/Add.1 

Supported D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
A41 Constitutional and 
legislative framework 
D26 Conditions of detention 
Affected persons: 
- media 
- persons deprived of their 
liberty 
 

 

Not implemented. See paras. 19, 
20. 

122.83 Continue taking all the necessary 
measures to guarantee full exercise of freedom 
of expression, association and peaceful 
assembly in order to have political pluralism 
and effective and real freedom of the press 
(Spain); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
D44 Right to peaceful 
assembly 
D45 Freedom of association 
Affected persons: 
- general 
- media 
 

 

Not implemented. See paras. 16, 
19, 20, 21, 22, 23.  

122.95 Take the necessary steps to respect 
citizens’ rights to free speech and freedom of 
peaceful assembly and association (Costa Rica); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
D44 Right to peaceful 
assembly 
D45 Freedom of association 
Affected persons: 
- general 
 

 

Not implemented. See paras. 16, 
19, 20, 21, 22, 23. 
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123.32 Remove undue restrictions on civil 
society and the media by reforming Act No. 
1/1999 to be consistent with international 
obligations on the rights to freedom of 
expression, association and peaceful assembly, 
and to streamline registration processes (United 
States of America); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13/Add.1 

Supported D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
D44 Right to peaceful 
assembly 
D45 Freedom of association 
A41 Constitutional and 
legislative framework 
Affected persons: 
- general 
- media 
- human rights defenders 
 

 

Not implemented. See paras. 6, 23.  

122.97 Release any political dissidents, human 
rights defenders or journalists that have been 
detained for legitimately exercising their 
freedom of expression, association or peaceful 
assembly (Australia); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
D44 Right to peaceful 
assembly 
D7 Right to participation in 
public affairs and right to vote 
D45 Freedom of association 
H1 Human rights defenders 
Affected persons: 
- general 
- human rights defenders 
 

 

Not implemented. See paras. 16, 
17, 27. 

122.89 Increase efforts to guarantee citizens’ 
freedom of expression and political opinion and 
ensure protection for human rights defenders 
(Italy); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
H1 Human rights defenders 
Affected persons: 
- human rights defenders 

 

Not implemented. See paras. 19, 
20, 21, 26, 27.  

Theme: D7 Right to participation in public affairs and right to vote 
122.96 Take steps to promote political 
tolerance by ending alleged political 
persecution, arbitrary arrests and ill-treatment 
of prisoners, in line with the amnesty measures 
announced by the Government (Ghana); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supported D7 Right to participation in 
public affairs and right to vote 
B51 Right to an effective 
remedy 
D25 Prohibition of torture and 
cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment 
D26 Conditions of detention 
D33 Arbitrary arrest and 
detention 
Affected persons: 
- general 
- persons deprived of their 
liberty 

 

Not implemented. See paras. 9, 10, 
13, 16, 26.   

Theme: F13 Violence against women 
122.151 Address all forms of violence against 
women and criminalize domestic violence 
(Zambia); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported F13 Violence against women 
A41 Constitutional and 
legislative framework 
D29 Domestic violence 
S05 SDG 5 - gender equality 
and women's empowerment 
Affected persons: 
- women 
 

 

Not implemented. See para. 7. 

122.148 Speed up the adoption of national 
legislation in connection with preventing and 
combating violence against women (Russian 
Federation); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported F13 Violence against women 
A41 Constitutional and 
legislative framework 
S05 SDG 5 - gender equality 
and women's empowerment 
Affected persons: 
- women 
 

 

Not implemented. See para. 7.  
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122.150 Take more measures aimed at curbing 
gender-based violence, especially violence 
against women and girls (Namibia); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported F13 Violence against women 
B31 Equality & non-
discrimination 
S05 SDG 5 - gender equality 
and women's empowerment 
Affected persons: 
- women 
- girls 
 

 

Not implemented. See para. 7. 

122.144 Step up efforts to ensure responsive 
measures to address violence against women 
(Philippines); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

 

Supported F13 Violence against women 
S05 SDG 5 - gender equality 
and women's empowerment 
Affected persons: 
- women 

 

Not implemented. See para. 7. 

 

Theme: H1 Human rights defenders 
122.91 Put in place adequate means to 
guarantee that human rights defenders can 
safely exercise their legitimate work (Spain); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported H1 Human rights defenders 
Affected persons: 
- human rights defenders 

 

Not implemented. See paras. 6, 22, 
23, 24.   

122.92 Adopt measures to enable NGOs and 
human rights defenders to work safely and 
independently (France); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported H1 Human rights defenders 
Affected persons: 
- human rights defenders 

 

Not implemented. See paras. 6, 22, 
23, 24.   

122.90 Ensure a safe and enabling 
environment for human rights defenders in law 
and practice, so that they can carry out their 
work free from harassment or reprisals 
(Republic of Korea); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 122 

Supported H1 Human rights defenders 
A41 Constitutional and 
legislative framework 
Affected persons: 
- human rights defenders 

 

Not implemented. See paras. 6, 22, 
23, 24, 25, 26, 27.  

123.33 Amend Act No. 1/1999 to facilitate the 
swift registration of civil society organizations 
that have submitted applications and evaluate 
all applications on their merits (Australia); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13/Add.1 

Supported H1 Human rights defenders 
A41 Constitutional and 
legislative framework 
D45 Freedom of association 
Affected persons: 
- human rights defenders 
 

 

Not implemented. See Paras. 6, 23, 
24.  

123.35 Remove laws restricting NGO activity 
and reform Act No. 1/1999 regulating NGOs in 
order to facilitate their registration and enable 
their full and independent functioning 
(Iceland); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13/Add.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supported H1 Human rights defenders 
A41 Constitutional and 
legislative framework 
D45 Freedom of association 
Affected persons: 
- human rights defenders 

 

Not implemented. See Paras. 6, 23, 
24. 
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Theme: A12 Acceptance of international norms 
124.5 Ratify the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court and fully align 
national legislation with all obligations under 
the Rome Statute (Latvia); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13 - Para. 124 

Noted A12 Acceptance of 
international norms 
A41 Constitutional and 
legislative framework 
B11 International humanitarian 
law 
B52 Impunity 
D51 Administration of justice 
& fair trial 
S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice 
and strong institutions 
Affected persons: 
- general 
 

 

Not implemented. See the status of 
the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court 
(accessed on 25 March 2024).  

123.13 Ratify the African Charter on 
Democracy, Elections and Governance 
(Senegal); 

Source of position: A/HRC/42/13/Add.1 

Noted A12 Acceptance of 
international norms 
D7 Right to participation in 
public affairs and right to vote 
S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice 
and strong institutions 
Affected persons: 
- general 
 

 

Implemented. See the Status List, as 
of 14 February 2023.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XVIII-10&chapter=18&clang=_en
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XVIII-10&chapter=18&clang=_en
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XVIII-10&chapter=18&clang=_en
https://au.int/sites/default/files/treaties/36384-sl-AFRICAN_CHARTER_ON_DEMOCRACY_ELECTIONS_AND_GOVERNANCE_0.pdf
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