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The Republic of Irag
Office of the Prime Minister
Office of the Prime Minister’s Advisor on Human Rights

Amnesty International

Subject / Letter to the Iraqi government

May God’s mercy, peace and blessings be upon you,

In reference to your open letter to the Iragi government dated 15/03/2023 under the title “Government must match
rhetoric on human rights with meaningful action”, what follows are the key points in your letter along with responses:

1. The Iraqgi government has set among its priority work areas in its ministerial programme (axis 18), the implementation
of provisions related to human rights issues, as well as guaranteeing public freedoms while adapting the means to comply
with international conventions ratified by Iraq.

2. The right to expression of opinion: As for the Ministry of Interior’s procedures regarding the monitoring of indecent
content on social media, please note that taking legal action against creators of negative content has been legitimized by
the judicial authority in Iraq. It is the responsibility of the executive institution to initiate legal procedures against such
people, following the exacerbation of this content, its obvious impact on civil and societal peace, and its blatant
transgression of Iragi customs, traditions and morals, in addition to blatant attacks on innocent childhood given the
exploitation of some children and their portrayal in the ugliest of images. This content has also systematically wronged
Iragi women and attempted to promote an image of them that is different from reality, noting that Iragi women have made
sacrifices and are respected on all levels. This is not to mention the content aimed at stirring up strife and promoting
sectarianism or similar issues. Legal action was not intended to muzzle voices, silence opinions, or restrict freedom of
expression, because despite the randomness with which this negative content is being produced, the law was only
applied to six people with a prison sentence of one hundred days only.

Notably, Irag takes pride in being one of the countries that are advanced in the field of freedom of opinion, and this is
attested to by international organizations concerned with freedom of expression. There are no prisoners of conscience in
Irag, and freedom of the Iragi people is chief among the achievements of the fall of the former regime. This acquired right
shall not be forfeited under any circumstances. The Iragi government has also sent a draft law on freedom of expression
of opinion, assembly and peaceful demonstration to the Iragi parliament and is awaiting its enactment.

3. Prioritizing truth, justice and reparation: With regard to the Fact-Finding Committee in the 2019 demonstrations, the
Committee by Executive Order 293, the Prime Minister ordered in November 2022 the activation of the work of the
committee and outreach to representatives from the demonstrators. The committee indicated that it had taken the
following measures:

Looked into more than 215 cases obtained from the Rusafa Central Investigative Court and reviewed more than 5,375
official documents that included medical reports, victim autopsy forms and reports of forensic experts, and the committee
continues to examine documents received from courts of appeal in Baghdad - Dhi Qar - Holy Karbala - An-Najaf al-Ashraf
- Basra - Wasit - Muthanna - Babil — Al-Diwaniyah - Maysan.

The total number of wounded and martyrs, according to the statistics of the Ministry of Health in the governorates that
witnessed demonstrations in 2019, amounted to 504 martyrs and 6,682 wounded, and an amount of ten million Iraqi
dinars was given to the families of martyrs. Investigations are still underway to confirm the rest of the names and numbers
announced in the media.

Received investigative cases from the courts of appeal in the provinces that witnessed demonstrations, and these
included more than 51,032 documents.

Reached out to a group of experts in security, economic, political and human rights affairs, as well as a number of MPs
and civil activists for the purpose of hosting them and submitting a detailed report about the events and the fundamental
reasons that led to their continuation.

Hosted a number of officers in the Ministries of Interior and Defense and listened to a detailed explanation about the past
events and the confrontations between demonstrators and the security forces.

Recorded the statements of plaintiffs in a personal capacity from the families of 109 martyrs. It also recorded the
statements of dozens of individuals who were injured during the events, in addition to statements of a number of other
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witnesses who were present in the demonstration squares, and the committee is still recording the statements of people
concerned.

4. Addressing gender-based violence: The domestic violence law has been in the Iragi parliament since 2019 and has not
been legislated yet, and we are following up on the required procedures.

5. Displaced persons: The Iragi government’s ministerial programme focused in Axis 3 on accelerating the reconstruction
of the liberated areas and returning the displaced by creating an appropriate environment in their areas and focusing on
launching reconstruction projects for areas of special circumstance in Sinjar and the Nineveh Plain region. The tasks of
the Higher Committee for Displaced Relief and Support were distributed, and the displaced were offered all that facilitates
their return to their areas, as the Ministry of Migration and Displacement offered return grants and food baskets while the
Ministry of the Interior issued them identity documents. For its part, the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs offered social
care to those below the poverty line. Health care and education were also provided in cooperation with all stakeholders.

As for the displaced returning from the Syrian al-Hol camp, they also benefited from all the above mentioned services,
including health care, education, social services, identity documents issuance and return grants, and work is underway to
resolve clan conflicts in their areas for the purpose of returning them to their areas safely and voluntarily.

For your kind review... with appreciation.

Zidane Khalaf Al-Atwani
Prime Minister's Advisor on Human Rights
02/04/2023
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