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URGENT ACTION

ACTIVIST RELEASED AFTER BEING REARRESTED

Azerbaijani activist Bayram Mammadov was released on 29 April after having spent
30 days in administrative detention under trumped-up accusations.

NO FURTHER ACTION IS REQUESTED. MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO SENT APPEALS.

Azerbaijani activist Bayram Mammadov was released on 29 April after having been arbitrarily sentenced to
30 days of “administrative detention”. He was arrested on 30 March for purportedly resisting “lawful police
orders”. Amnesty International believes the charges were trumped-up. On 2 April, during the appeal hearing
when the decision was upheld, Bayram Mammadov claimed he had been ill-treated during detention. His
family and friends could see he had bruises on his face. Prior to his “administrative detention”, Bayram
Mammadov had been a prisoner of conscience released following a presidential pardon of 16 March after
spending more than three years behind bars on fabricated charges.

Bayram Mammadov has not complained about further ill-treatment while in detention since Amnesty
International issued the Urgent Action. No new criminal or administrative charges were brought against him as
the “administrative detention” neared its end. It has been a common practise in Azerbaijan to bring new
administrative or criminal charges against activists perceived to be critical of government policy in detention in
order to keep them behind bars for longer. It is possible that international outcry on Bayram Mammadov’s re-
arrest, including Amnesty International’s Urgent Action, prevented further ill-treatment against him and
possible extension of the detention.

NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Bayram Mammadov (he/him)

THIS IS THE SECOND AND FINAL OUTPUT FOR UA 42/19

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur55/0160/2019/en/
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