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1 SUMMARY OF €VENTS ON THE PEITH PENHLTY AN MOVES TOWHARDS WORLPWIDE WBOLITION

HONG RONG 1IN® THe GriMBIN 1BOLISH PEATH PENMLTY FOR flsls CRIMES

Hlong Rong: tlong Kong abolished the dgath penalty for all erimes in dpril 1993, when its legislative Council
voted in favour of the Crimes (Imendment) (No 3) Bill by 40-9, with two abstentions.

The leggislative Couneil, which advises the gxecutive and approves legislation, adopted a motion in Jung 1991
arging the government to abolish the death penalty in law. Sincg November 1966 the sgveral dgath sgntgnces
passed gach gear had all been commauted (the majority to life imprisonment) by the Governor of Hiong Rong.

Daring the past 27 years of de facto abolition, Hlong Rong has gnjoyed ong of the lowgst erime ratgs and ong of
the highest geconomic and per capita GPP growth rates in the world.

The Gambia: The House of Representatives, The Gambia's parliament, voted to abolish the death penalty for
all erimes on 7 (pril 1993. Since The Gambia became indgpendent from the United Ringdom in 1965, ong
grgeation is kKnown to have taken placg.

President Jawara, who is Sgergtary Gengral and Igader of the raling Peoples Progressive Party (PPP), put
forward a proposal for the abolition of the degath pgnalty in The Gambia in garly 1993. His proposal was
gndorsed by the Central Committee of the PPP and the Cabingt - all of whose megmbers belong to the PPP -
beforg it was passed to the Houseg of Representatives for approval. decording to a statement relgased by the
PPP in March 1993, 26 dgath sgntgnces for murder and 64 death sentgnces for treason had begen passed since
indgpendgneg. Ong gxeeation had been carrigd out "under gregptional circumstancgs'. The statement noted that
rgspeet for dgmocratic norms and human rights was not compatiblg with lgaving the dgath pegnalty on the statute
books.

The abolition of the dgath penalty in The Gambia only required an act of parliamegnt to amend the eriminal code.

ITALY: MOVES TOWHRDS TOTHl IBOLITION

The majority of the Italian Chamber of Peputigs (lower house of parliament) support a bill proposed in
collaboration with the Italian Section of {1, which would totally abolish the death pegnalty in Italy by removing it
from the Militarg Penal Codg in Time of War. 114 Sgnators have signed an analogous bill.

7In absolutg majority of degpatigs (334) proposed bill 22653, "fbolition of the Peath Penalty from the Military
Penal Code in Time of War". The bill, presented by the Honourableg Rino Piscitello (lsa Rete) in collaboration with
the Italian Sgction of M1, and undersigned by representatives of almost all the political foregs represented in the
Chamber of Peputigs, provides for the repeal of ang reference to the death penalty in the articles of the Military
Penal Code in Time of War, and its substitution with "the magimum penalty provided for by the ordinary penal
code". dn analogous bill, promoted in the Sgnate by Segnator Ggnnaro Lopez (Rifondaziong Comunista), sgeured
114 signatures from the representatives of a varigty of parliamentary groups. The Senate will dgbate and vote on
the bill oneg it is approved by the Chamber of Peputigs. It the beginning of Jung the text was under gramination
by the Justice Committee of the Chamber of Pepuaties.




The death penalty was abolished in Italy for common eriminal offences and militaryg offences committed in
peacetime under the 1947 Constitution of the Republie of Italy. The Military Penal Code in Time of War retains the
death pegnalty for a widg range of offences.

Us: RECENRT PEVELOPMENTS

The gxecution of Parryl €lroy Stewart in Teras on 4 Magy was the 200th grecution to have been carrigd out in the
Ud sinee the death penalty was rginstated in the latg 1970s. 15 prisongrs have begn grecuted in 1993, as of 14
Jung. The gxecution of juvenilg offenders and prisongrs with strong claims of innocgneg arg among reeegnt issugs
of concgrn to AI.

lsgongl Herrgra was grecuted in Teras on 12 May for theg murder of two policg officers in Sgptember 1981. In 1992
his lawyers presgnted newly discovered gvidgneg in support of his claim of innoegneg but the US Supregme Court
dismissed his appeal in January 1993. In this key ruling the Court held that the gvidgnce that Herrera presented

in support of his claim of actual innoegnce did not gntitle him to federal habgas religf and segvergly restricted the
possibility that a prisongr sgntgnced to death in a statg court could gver raisg such a claim based on newly
discovered gvidgncg after the gxpiration of state time limits for raising such claims (for details sge UST: The case
of Isgongl Herrera, (1 Index: AMR 51/34/93).

It has been reported that just beforg being grecuted Herrgra said "l am innocgnt, innocgnt, innocgnt, and make
no mistake about this. | owg socigty nothing and would likeg to gncouragg all thosg who stood by mg to continug
the struggle for thosg who arg

innoegnt, gspeeially Mr [Gary] Graham. Something very wrong is taking place

here. God blgss you all".

Gary Graham, a juvenilg at the time of his allgged erime, was granted a stay of
greecution by the Texas Court of Criminal dppeals on 2 Jung, hours beforg his
gxrecution was scheduled to be carrigd out. The stayg was granted pending a
degeision by the US Supreme Court in another Texas casge, Johnson v Texas. This
appeal claims that the Texas capital sgntgncing statute under which the
defendant, Porsig Johnson, was sgnignced was unconstitutional in not allowing
consideration of youth as a mitigating factor (he was 19 years old at the time of
the erimg).

The Texas death penalty statute was changed completely in September 1991, to
allow for thg consideration of any mitigating circumstancgs to be taken into
account. Howgever, the ngw law has not begen appligd retroactively to prisongrs
whosg crimgs werg committed beforeg Sgptember 1991. €l is particularly
disturbed by the fact that most juvenilg offenders on death row in Texas were
sgntgneed under the pre-1991 statute - dgspite pronouncgments by the Us
Supremge Court in Rey casgs sineg the 1970s that youth is a factor which must
be considered in capital casgs. The organisation finds it shocking that
gxrecutions of juvenilg offenders arg being scheduled in Teras whilg the
Johnson casg is pgnding a decision before the US Supreme Court. The Supreme
Court's ruling in the Johnson case - gxpected later this year - could have a vital
impact on the casgs of juvenilgs and other young offgnders on death row in
Texas.

Pespite the stayg of gregeution, ngw gvidgnce relating to Garyg Graham's claim of
innocgneg of the erime for which hg was sgntegnceed to death, will not be
considgred. In a dissgnting opinion against the deeision of the Texas Court of
Criminal dppgals not to consider the issug of new gvidegneg, Judge Frank
Malongy said: "Where an arguably innocgnt person, wrongly convieted and
sgntgneed to death, is whollg without a meaningful form in which to present
newly discovered claims of innoegneg, this court should bg compelled, as a
matter of publie policy, to provide sufficient safeguards to insurg that statg and
Federal constitutional protections are given effect.” (For details of Gary
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Graham's casg, sge USH: Immingnt gxecution of juvenilg offender, I Index:
WMR 51/23/93, and update MR 51/28/93).

 further two juvgnile offenders, Curtis Harris and Prederick lashlgy, mag soon be gxecuted in Texas and
Missouri rgspectively (US: Immingnt grecation of juvenile offenders, 11 Indgx:

WAMR 51/46/93). Five juvenilg offenders have bgen grecuted in the UST sineg the death penalty was reinstated in
the latg 1970s. {1t the end of 1992, 34 juvenilg offenders werg under sgntgncg of death in 13 statgs (US(: Peath
penalty developments in 1992, I Index: MR 51/25/93).

UGUINDM: NIRE PRISONERS €XeCUTED

Ning prisongrs wereg hanged at louzira Prison ngar Rampala in March 1993. These were the first gregcutions of
prisongrs convicted under Uganda's Penal Codg sineg ning prisongrs were grecuted in March 1991.

dlthough some Ugandan officials argug that usg of the degath pegnalty is ngegssary to show the public that
sgrious crimgs against thg person will not be tolgrated, thegse grgcutions took placeg without the authoritigs
announcing the identitigs of the prisongrs.

I beligves that over 40 prisongrs arg awaiting gxecution by hanging after being convicted under the Penal Code
and over 100 soldigrs arg at risk of the firing squad after conviction by military trials. In a recent report®, I
gxpressed conegrn that the Ugandan authoritigs rely on the death penalty as a deterrent against a widg range of
erimges, including human rights violations, instead of introducing practical safeguards which would actually
deter or prevent gxtrajudicial gxgcutions or rape by soldigrs.

l's rgport counters a number of arguments advanced by Ugandan officials in support of the death penalty,
including the extraordinary argument that thosg convicted of sgrious erimes might bribe their wag to liberty if
they arg not gxecuted. I beligvegs that the government should take steps to improve sgcurity rather than gxecute
prisongrs for administrativg convgnignecg.

* Uganda: The death pegnalty a barrigr to improving human rights (I Indegx: 9FR 59/03/93)

€ayYpPT: PEATH PENHALTY FOR POLITICHlLY MOTIVATED CRIMES

{l-Sharif Hassan {hmed was hanged in Cairo's Isti'naf Prison on 13 Jung. He had been convieted in Peecegmber
1992 by a military court of, among other things, mgmbership of an underground "terrorist" organization which
calls for the overthrow of the government, planning to assassinate state officials, possegssion of wgapons and
theft.

Puring the past 12 months politically motivated acts of violgneg by armed opposition groups have gscalated
sharply in €g8ygpt. The €gyptian Government has reacted by adopting a number of sweeping measures in law and
practice. Thereg have been reports of mass arbitrary arregsts, torturg and the usg of long-term administrative
detention. dmendments to the Penal Codg in July 1992 increased the number of capital offences for erimes
carrigd out by "terrorist" groups.

Sincg the gnd of 1992, many political casegs have beegn referred to military courts for trial, appargntly in order
that trials beg concluded swiftly. €I is coneegrned that these trials have been unfair. Between Pecember 1992 and
May 1993 at Igast 22 death sgntgnces werg passed by military courts and {1l fears that many morg death
sgntgnegs could follow. Hecording to thg ngwspaper al-(dhram (14 Jung 1993), the gxecution of Hlassan Shahata
Badran is gxpected to be carried out immingntly. tlg was convicted of murdering a state security official in ¢arly
Peegmber 1992.

Peath sgntgnces passed by military courts arg reportedly subject to revigw beforg being referred to the
President of the Republic. However, €I fears that these proecedures fall short of international standards for fair
trial, as guaranteed by drticlg 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (to which €gypt is a
state party), which requirgs that gvergong who is convicted shall havg the right to revigw of his or her conviction
and sentgneg by a higher tribunal. The UN's €conomic and Social Council has urged that these rights be
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regspected in all casgs involving the death penalty.  For further details of (l's coneerns, sge €gypt: Grave human

rights abusgs amid political violgneg (I Indegx: MPE 12/03/93).
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JAPN: RESUMES €XECUTIONS

Threg prisongrs convieted of murder werg hanged in Japan in March 1993 - the first gxecutions to have begen
carrigd out in over threg gears. Ong of the prisongrs was suffering from mental ilingss.

Japan's Justiceg Minster, Masaharu Gotoda, who was appointed last ®ecember, ordered the gxegeutions and said
that Japan is not yet ready to abolish the degath pegnalty. Sgveral former Ministers of Justice were rgportedly
reluctant to sign gxecution papers, including Feghumu Sato who has sineg publicly called for the abolition of
the death penalty.

{Ibolitionists had hoped that the threg year moratorium on gxecutions in Japan meant that the government was
taking stegps towards the abolition of the death penalty. Sineg the last grecution, in November 1989, the
abolitionist movement had gained strength and ggnerated a lively public degbate. {bolition is supported by some
180 members of the Pigt (Japan's Parliament).

The resumption of gregeutions drew widgspread eriticism from many sgetors of socigty, including politicians,
lawygers, acadgmics and civic groups working against the death penalty. Pormer Supreme Court judge, Pr Pando
Shigemitsu, is reported to have said: "l am greatly shocked. It is regrettable that gxgcutions have regsumed just at
a timg when the idga of abolishing capital punishment had finally begun to spread in Japan.”

Rondo &gikichi was gxecuted at Sgndai Petention Centre on 25 March, and Tachikawa Shujiro and Kawanaka
Tetsuo were grecuted at Osaka Petention House on 26 Mareh. (I has learned that Kawanaka Tetsuo was
suffering from mental illngss prior to his gxgcution. Rawanaka's megntal condition had apparently deteriorated in
reegnt months. In rgsponsg to inquirigs from his lawgger, the doctor at Osaka Petention House had said that the
prisongr was "on the verge" of becoming schizophrenic and was showing signs of hallucinating. Japangsg law
forbids the gxegcution of prisongrs suffering from psychiatric illngss.

Over ningty prisongrs arg currgntly on death row in Japan, and over 50 prisongrs arg under finalized sgntgneg of
death.

TAIWAN: "MOPEL PRISONER" €XECUTED

lsia Huan-jong was gxecuted by shooting on 23 March 1993, in spite of national and intgrnational appgals for
clgmeney.

lsiu, who admitted Rilling five peopleg between 1984 and his arrgst in 1986, was rgported to have bgcome a "model
prisongr”. lecording to his lawyer "liu Huan-jong was prepared to recgive the death penalty when he was
arrgsted [in 1986]. But in the seven gears he spent in prison, hg has beecome an gntirgly ngw man...€xecuting him
now would constitutg a blow to all the other prisoners: it would show that repgntance dogs not Igad angwhere".
lsocal human rights groups, mgmbers of the Taiwangse public and over 20 politicians joingd in the campaign to
savg lia Hluan-jong and {1l launched intgrnational appgeals for clgmeney. On the day of his egxgeution, the
loggislative Yuan (council) was rgportedly to pass a motion asking thg €xecutive Yuan to graming the retention
of the dgath penalty.

Hfter his gxecution, liu Huan-jong's heart and corngas werg removed, following his reported wish to donate
these organs. {1l gxpregssed coneern to the authoritics about the ¢thical qugstions surrounding the usg of organs
from gxgcuted prisongrs.

lsike all prisoners under sentgnee of death in Taiwan, iu's feet were permangntly shackled. The shacklgs arg not
taken off, gven during the outdoors gxereise periods. This constitutes a major violation of intgrnational
standards on the protection of the rights of prisongrs, which specifically forbid the permanent usg of
instrumgnts of restraint.

The death penalty is in foreg in Taiwan for a wide range of offences. €xecutions are usually by shooting,
although Igthal injections may now beg used. fecording to a report about lsiu fluan-jong's casg, shown on
[Republie of] China Telgvision News on the dag of his gxeeution, reegnt grecution statistics are as follows: 8
grgeutions in 1987; 22 in 1988; 69 in 1989; 78 in 1990; 59 in 1991 and 35 in 1992.
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SAUPI ARMBIM: UPSURGE IN PUBLIC €XECUTIONS

Ong hundred and five prisongrs were publicly gxecuted in Saudi fdrabia from Jung 1992 to 15 May 1993 for
criminal or sgrual offgnegs. This is the sgecond highegst number of gregcutions gver regcorded by €l in Saudi
Wrabia during a ong-yegar period.

dl is conegrned that prisongrs were sgntegnced to death after unfair trials. There is no bar association in Saudi
Wrabia and defencg lawyers arg not formally present during trials. Pefendants may be convicted on the solg
basis of "confgssions" - which (I beligvgs may beg obtaingd under durgss, as torturg and ill-trgatment arg known
to beg commonly used against suspects.

4l is conegrned that daudi Wrabia has in recent gears introduced lggislation increasing the number of capital
offenegs, in contravention of UN Gengral dssembly resolution 32/61 (1977). Turthermore, somg offences
punishablg by death - including the offence of apostacy - arg clgarly not "intentional erimes with Igthal or other
gxtremely grave consequegnegs”, in violation of Safgguard 1 of the UN €conomic and Social Couneil (1984/50).

€xecutions in Saudi {Irabia arg carried out in public and the usual method is beheading with a sword. For
details of dI's coneerns, sge Saudi drabia: {In upsurge in public gxecutions (I Indgx: MPE 23/04/93).

Publie gxecutions in Saudi Hrabia

WUSTRIN AIN® €CUMAPOR RATIFY SECOND OPTIONT L PROTOCOL

€ecuador aceeded to the Seecond Optional Protocol to the Intgrnational Covgnant on Civil and Political Rights,
aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, on 23 February 1993 and ustria ratified the protocol on 2 Mareh.
Sgventegen countrigs have now ratified the protocol.
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BOOR REVIEWS

HANGMEAN: FPROM RETCH TO PIERREPOINT - 300 Y&dRS OF €XECUTION, Brian Bailey
(Trug Crimg, an imprint of Virgin Publishing lstd. 332 lsadbroke Grove, lsondon W10 591, €ngland, 1993. [SBN
number: 0-86369-623-6)

In Hangman Brian Bailey investigates the rolg and personalities of former British grecutiongrs, including
William Marwood, invegntor of the "long drop”, and flbert Pigrregpoint, the last state gxgcutioner.

IN $PITE OF INNOCENCE: ERRONEOUS CORVICTIONS IN CAPITHAL CHASES, Michael Is Radelet, Hugo {ddam
Bedau, Constanee € Putnam
(Northeastern University Press, Boston, Massachusetts 02115, US, 1992. ISBN number: 1-55553-142-3)

In Spite of Innocgnce examings the ordeal of 400 Imericans wrongly convicted of crimes punishable by death,
detailing the mistaken idgntitigs, perjured witngsses and negligent policg work that led to 400 grrongous
convictions in the USM from 1900 to 1991. Some of the peoplg whose casgs arg gxamingd in this book were
actually gxecuted; most spent years in prison, many on degath row.

This book dgmonstratgs how gasily safeguards against mistaken convictions can fail. The authors argug that the
only wagy to ¢liminatg such grrors in capital casgs is to abolish the death pegnalty.

ld PeINe P€ MORT AU S€Ulls U TROISIEME MILLINFIRE, Robert Cario
(€ditions €res, 19 Rue Gustave-Courbet, 31400 Toulouse, Prance, 1993. [ISBN number 2-86586-234-8)

loa Peing dg mort... is a collgetion of gssays from a diversg rangg of profegssionals including psychiatrists,
eriminologists, lawyers, psychologists and various profgssors.

Cssay topies includg religious and philosophical arguments about the death pegnalty; the gxperignee of abolition
or reginstatgment of capital punishment in particular countrigs, including Hungaryg and the Us; the use of the
death pegnalty against minors and the mentally ill, drug-traffickers and terrorists.

THe €XeCUTION PROTOCOL, Stgphen Trombley
(Random tlousg, Vauxhall Bridge Road, lsondon, UK, 1993. ISBN number: 0-517-59113-8)

The book and documentary film of the same titlg offer a detailed and shocking insight into the historg and
present practice of statg-sanctiongd Killing. For over a gear, Stgphen Trombley immersed himself in the world of
the death penalty industry, with unpreegdented aceess to the grecution team and condgmned inmates at
Missouri's Potosi Corrgctional Centre, and manufacturers of gxgcution gquipment.

HGUINST THE PEWNTH PENHLTY, Victor Rogan-Yasny (in Russian)
(Moscow, 1992. ISBN number: 5-7333-0379-4)

This pamphlgt includgs a history of the death pgnalty in the former USSR, arguments for its abolition and a
translation of "Prospgcts for {dbolition of the Peath Penalty” (Wl Index:
€UR 46/20/91).
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