PUBLI C Al I ndex: AMR 41/15/99

UA 155/ 99 Death threats / fear for safety / torture 7 July 1999

MEXI CO Di ocel i na Rosas Suazo and fanily
José Valencia Mranda and fanmily
Li no Gonzal ez Espi noza, husband of Diocelina Rosas Suazo

Ammesty International is concerned for the safety of Diocelina Rosas Suazo,
José Valencia Mranda and their famlies. They have been threatened with
death, reportedly having bullets sent to their honmes and facing attenpted
abductions, after they appealed to the authorities on behalf of Lino
Gonzal ez Espi noza, Diocelina Rosas's husband.

Li no Gonzé&l ez Espi noza, a peasant from M choacan state, was reportedly
arbitrarily arrested on 25 June 1999 by the Policia Judicial del Estado
(PJE), State Judicial Police, and taken to the Coahuayana prison. According
to information received by Amesty International he was tortured in an
attenpt to make himconfess to a nurder he says he did not conmit. A loca
human rights defender who visited Lino Gonzal ez clains to have seen torture
marks |l eft on his body.

Ammesty International has been told that the detention of Lino Gonzal ez and
t he subsequent threats against D ocelina Rosas, José Valencia and their
famlies, fromthe Minicipality of Coahuayana, M choacan State, could be
linked to their canpai gn against an arned group of |andowners who, with the
apparent acqui escence of the authorities, have reportedly been buying
agricultural land, forcing peasants off it and selling it. Lino Gonzal ez
and other locals presented an official conplaint to the Procuraduria del
Estado, State Attorney General’s Office, about this, but the authorities
have apparently done nothing to investigate their conplaint.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Ammesty International has previously reported that the Public Prosecutor’s
O fice and officers of the Policia Judicial (PJ), Judicial Police,
frequently use torture to obtain confessions and statenents. Courts are not
all omwed to accept confessions and information obtained under torture as

evi dence, but frequently do so.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmil letters in
Spani sh or your own | anguage:

- expressing your concern at the threats against Diocelina Rosas Suazo and
José Valencia Mranda, and their famlies, and calling for the authorities
to take steps to guarantee their safety;

- asking that the reported torture of Lino Gonzal ez Espi noza be thoroughly
i nvestigated, that the findings be made public and that any officials found
responsi bl e be brought to justice;

- calling for Lino Gonzal ez Espinoza to be given adequate access to
doctors, lawers and his famly, while in detention

- urging that no statenents nmade under torture by Lino Gonzal ez be used as
evi dence agai nst him

- calling on the authorities to inplenment the recomendati ons nmade by the
UN Speci al Rapporteur on Torture, and the Inter-American Conm ssion on
Human Rights in its Novenber 1998 Report on the situation of human rights
in Mexico, which calls for the adoption of neasures toward ensuring that
acts of torture are characterized and puni shed as such by courts, in
accordance with the international definition of torture.

APPEALS TO



Covernor of the State of M choacan
Lic. Victor Manuel Tinoco Rubi
CGober nador del Estado de

M choacéan

Pal aci o de Gobi erno,

Av. Madero No. 639

Morelia 58009

Est ado de M choacan

MEXI CO

Fax: + 52 43 12 61 10

Sal utation: Sr Gobernador/ Dear Gover nor

State Attorney General

Lic. Jorge Eduardo Garcia Torres

Procurador del Estado de M choacan

Perférico I ndependencia, No. 5000

Morelia 58110

Est ado de M choacén

MEXI CO

Fax: + 52 43 16 3808 ext. 165

Sal utation: Estimado Sr. Procurador/Dear Attorney Ceneral

COPI ES TO

State Commi ssion for Hunan Ri ghts
Li c. Manuel Jinénez Gonzal ez
Presi dente de |la Comi si 6n Est at al
de Der echos Hunmanos del M choacan
Call e: 15 de octubre No 74

Col . Lonms Hidal go

54280, Morelia, M choacéan

MEXI CO

Fax: + 52 43 15 7371

Centro de Derechos Hunmanos

"M guel Augustin Pro Juarez" A C
Serapi o Rendon 57-B

Col . San Raf ael

06470 Mexico D.F.

MEXI CO

and to diplomatic representatives of Mexico accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 19 August 1999.



