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Western Jebel Marra

Legend

® Destroyed or damaged village
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27" September, 2016

To:

L. Muthoni Wanyeki
Regional Director for East Africa,
The Horn and the Great [ akes,

Dear Madam,

With reference to your letter of Ref. TG AFR 54/2016.000 dated 23" September,
2016. I would like to attach herewith a letter from H.E. Awad Hassan Elnour,
Minister of Justice of the Republic of the Sudan, which reflects the response of the
Government of Sudan and refuting the allegations described in your above-

mentioned report. .
Since@;

Elsadig Abdalla Elias
Ambassador

Email: embassy@sudanembassyke.org
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Ms. L. Muthoni Wanyeki
Regional Director for East Africa, the Horn and Great lakes
Amnesty International

Dear Madam

Firstly, the events in Jebel Marra area occurred upon initiation by a rebel group,
namely; SPA, Abdel Wahid Nour faction. This group had consistently used to
* attack sites and convoys of the Sudanese Armed Forces {SAF), besides atiacking
méte than five villages in which SAF had no presence. The attacks occurred more
than 16 times during the period from August 2015 to January 2016. It is the sole

fial

armed faction that persistently refuses to engage in any negotiation or
with the Government of Sudan since Abuja talks in 2004 up to Doha Document to

the signing of the Road Map under the auspices of IGAD and the African Union |
High Level Panel on Darfur.

,, the Armed forces, when addressing this issue, was carrying ou
constitutional duty in protecting the citizens and preserving the integrity, security
and stability of the country and the people. SAF members are subjected to
intensive training courses on international humanitarian law and human rights
principles. The Armed Forces Act 2007 contains provisions that make strict
accountability of SAF personnel for any contravention, besides a chapter added to
the Act in 2009 amendment which incorporates all the crimes under international
humanitarian law.

However, upon emergence of allegations of human rights and IHL v;olations
following the military operation, the Advisory Council for Human Rights, presided
over by the Minister of justice, formed in February 2016 an independent fact-
finding committee (the Committee) chaired by Ms, Attiyat Mustafa, Head of the

1
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Unit of Combating Violence against Women to investigate such allegations.
Membership of the committee comprised representatives of several relevant
institutions and NGOs.

The Committee started its field work by visiting the town of Taweela in North
Darfur, which received about 19,850 persons displaced by reason of the military
operatlons in Jebel Marra. At Taweela IDPs camp, the Committee met with Jebel
Marra IDPs, and the following day it visited Nertiti in Central Darfur and held a
three-hour meeting with persons affected by the military operations in Jebel
Marra. The interviewed persons came from different villages in central Darfur
such as Golo, Rokro, Nertiti and other villages affected by the operations. The
Committee designed a questionnaire form filled by the interviewed affected

# persons, and the information contained therein was referred to the Central

Bureau of Statistics for analysis. After reviewing the condition of the affected
persons and examining their narrations, the Committee concluded to the
following:

- All the persons examined stated that they left their villages in Jebel Marra
voluntarily for fear caused by hearing sounds of explosives.

- At Taweela IDPs camp, they expressed their intention to return to their
villages before the start of the rain season, and so, they requested more
assistance. They assured that SAF secured for them safe routes and some
humanitarian assistance.

- They replied in the negative when asked whether they had been exposed to
any attack during their movement.

- Their general health appearances looked normal, and when the committee
asked them about their health condition they replied that only their
children had suffered ailment due to weather change, as they moved from
a mild climate to hot places.

- They mentioned that Abdel Wahid faction used to loot their belongings,
impose on them tolls and torture them when they failed to pay such tolls
2
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for about 7 years. Expressing their content of the military intervention by
the Government forces, they stated that the armed groups deemed
visiting towns under the control of the Government by the persans
affected is a cantravention ta their laws, and punishable with underground
detention.

-“The Committee met with the Governors and senior officials of the two
states of Central and North Darfur and discussed with them the complaints
and concern of the persons affected, and promised to do all the possible to
address the issue.

Concerning the humanitarian needs and access, the number of the persons
affected by the military operation in Jebel Marra is about 119 319. About 89
villages, 29 schools and 3 health care centers had been affected. The following
events have taken place:

- A High level assignment committee has been established, and an
intervention plan was set out for normalization of the humanitarian
situation in the area.

The Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC), Zakat Fund, Ministry of Health.
Mational Water Project, Sudanese Red Crescent and some national NGOs
made collaborative efforts to address the situation of the persons affected.

- 5000 sacks of grain and SDG 5,000, 000 were provided by HAC, and 10, 000
food packages and 1,500 pieces of clothing by Zakat Fund, in addition to
SDG 5,282,720 by Central Darfur Government for the arrangement of
voluntary return of the persons affected, Shelter materials, water pumps,
power generators, plastic latrines and other equipments have been
provided by different partners.

- 3 hospitals and 5 health centers have been re-operated, and child
vaccination campaigns, environment sanitation and an ambulance vehicle
have been provided.
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The World Food Program and UNHCR continue to provide food assistances,
and distributed by the Sudanese Red Crescent. Humanitarian access is
available to all relevant actors both in Sortoni and Jebel Marra localities.

N

14 midwives have been deployed for each county, and 10 medical doctors
tave been assigned in accordance with the need priority.

In Golo, Jaldo, Karofal, Nirtiti and Garni, 19 manual water stations have
been established, and 4 wells have been drilled and equipped in East Jebel
Marra locality.

the number of voluntary returnees reached 81,000 persons. Return
pracesses are still ongaoing.

- Thanks to the humanitarian interventions and arrangements performed,

To conclude, | would like to assert that the evidence said to be relied on in your
search findings is unreliable, contradictory and unsubstantiated. The survivors
and witnesses referred to in your letter were either supporters of Abdel Wahid
faction or were influenced under fear. None of UN agencies referred to as a
source had shared the Government with such allegations or information.

Concerning the use of chemical weapons by SAF, we were very astonished to hear
this accusation. It is the first time for us to get knowledge of such allegation which
implicates a heinous humanitarian crime, It takes no effort to categorically
repudiate such an assumption. No one of the persons affected interviewed by the
Committee has mentioned, whether expressly or by innuendo, anything about
any exposure of his or her area to a “poisonous smoke” or anything that could be
suspected to be relating to a chemical substance. We may ask if the satellite
imaging relied on in the report has shown Government forces wearing protecting
suits and helmets against chemical weapons, as they were stood ort the very
ground supposed to be targeted with such weapons? It is also questionable
where did the medical professionals who reported the death of the 200 people
including 50 children, as there is information available to the health authorities
inside the country!
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Judicial institutions and law enforcement agencies are available in the area. The
public Prosecutor of the Special Court of Darfur, public prosecution offices and
police stations assured that no information or complaint has been received to the
effect that such allegations had taken place.

FMhally, | emphasize that we are kean to investigate and prosecute any allegation
of human rights or IHL violation in the country perpetrated by anyone, and do
never allow impunity. The prosecution offices and police stations in the area were
provided with the necessary facilities and human and material resources to carry

out their duty in the best way.

Sincerely

Awad Hassan Elnour

Minister of Justce, Republic of the Sudan.
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